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Subject PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAYS – THE GREEN 

REPORT P&W/03/21 
 

SUMMARY: This report sets out a proposal for granting all hirers of The Green with 

lawful authority to cross the Public Rights of Way with a mechanically propelled 

vehicle. 

REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
The Committee is asked to agree the recommendations set out below because –  

a) A public right of way is a place where everybody has a right to pass and repass 

without hindrance. 

b) A local Council has the right to offer accessibility to their open space for public 

access, while considering the needs and the personal safety of pedestrians. 

The event organisers must consider the risk to all parties when their events plan 

to cross a PROW.  

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. To receive and note the report P&W/03/21. 
2. To approve that all hirers of The Green, be granted lawful authority to 

cross the Public Rights of Way with a mechanically propelled vehicle. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
REPORT P&W/03/21  
The Committee is being presented with a proposal of granting all hirers of The Green, 

with lawful authority to cross the Public Rights of Way (PROW) with a mechanically 

propelled vehicle. Currently, hirers of The Green are not able to cross the PROW that 

runs across The Green, meaning the events are limited to which areas can be utilised.  

The following advice was sought from Kent County Council regarding the crossing of 

a Public Right of Way, ‘Under section 34 of the Road Traffic Act 1984 it is an offence 

to drive mechanically propelled vehicle on a Public Footpath (or Bridleway etc) without 

lawful authority – that lawful authority could include permission from the landowner, 

such that if the driving took place with the landowner’s permission it would not 

constitute an offence.  
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The only difficulty that might arise is if the driving were to cause damage to the PROW 

in which case we would require the person responsible to make good the surface: 

section 131A of the Highways Act 1980 makes it an offence to ‘render the surface 

inconvenient for the exercise of the public right of way.’ 

 

CONCLUSION  
 
To approve the proposed lawful authority to cross a Public Right of Way on The 
Green. To include the following section within the Conditions of Use relating to The 
Green.  

• ‘The Council grants lawful authority to hirers of The Green to cross the 
Public Rights of Ways within our land.  

• Upon crossing the PROW with a mechanically propelled vehicle, event 
stewards must ensure the PROW is clear from other users before allowing 
the mechanically propelled vehicle to cross.  

• Mechanically propelled vehicle and any other items must NOT block any 
point of the PROWs across The Green.  

• Any damage that arises from the vehicles driving cross the PROW, will be 
for the event organiser to make good of the surface or the cost to make 
good will be deducted from the deposit.  

 
The proposal is to improve the efficiency of the events on The Green and allow them 
to run smoothly.  
 

CONTACT OFFICER 

If you have any queries about this report please contact the Plans and Facilities 

Officer of the Council. 

Tel: 01303 266152 or email Laura.Cook@hythe-tc.gov.uk prior to the meeting. 
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