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To Hythe Town Council 
Date 25 August 2021 
Status Non Exempt 
Responsible officer Town Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer 
  
Subject COMMUNITY RESILIENCE/EMERGENCY PLAN REPORT 

HTC/21/04 
 

SUMMARY: This report recommends set up of a cross agency working group 
compromising of representatives from each of the main entities involved with the 
Community Support Hub. 
 
REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
The Committee is asked to agree the recommendations set out below because;- 
 

i. Local governments help individuals and families recover by ensuring that 
these services are available and by seeking additional resources if the 
community needs them. Also, when an emergency occurs, the 
local government uses all available media to publicise the types of 
assistance available and how to access them. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. To receive and note the report HTC/21/04 
2. To set up a cross agency working group of representatives from each of 

the main entities involved with the Community Support Hub. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Kent County Council say “Most emergencies are completely unpredictable. But we 
are required by law to prepare an emergency plan so that resources and 
experienced people are on standby to respond quickly and in the best possible way 
when a major crisis - of whatever kind - occurs. 

Having a main emergency plan allows us to: 

• make good, immediate decisions 
• co-ordinate our efforts to be most effective. 

 
It doesn't specify what particular actions need to be taken when a crisis happens, it 
just provides essential information so that whatever action we do take is the best 
possible” 

This report will be made public 
on 26 August 2021 
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From 13 July 2021 to 27 September 2021 the Government is inviting anyone in the 
United Kingdom with an interest or views in the subject to engage in a consultation 
called ‘The National Resilience Strategy’. 
 
The Covid 19 Pandemic has demonstrated the importance of a resilient society with 
well-developed plans and with flexible response structures. We need to understand 
the risks we face, including the impacts they have and our exposure to them. The 
pandemic has highlighted that there are elements we need to strengthen, where 
roles, resources and responsibilities can be made clear. 
 
The consultation also highlights the risks and the government role to the public with 
the need for a resilience strategy. Recently in Hythe apart from the pandemic there 
have been unexpected risks such as flooding. If the community can understand the 
risks and the impacts the right decisions can be made on how to either prevent or 
mitigate loss. 
 
The emergency services will always have to prioritise those in greatest need during 
an emergency, especially where life is in danger. There may be times when people 
may be affected by an emergency, but life is not in immediate danger. The 
community needs to know how to help one another. Information regarding who to 
contact should be readily available to the community 
 
Hythe Town Council can work closely with other authorities and organisations in the 
preparation of a local resilience plan but it is not solely a government responsibility.  
 
Other parts of the community will play an essential role in building a collective 
resilience. 
 
Representatives such as Oaklands Surgery, Stade Court Hotel, The Salvation Army, 
United Reform Church, Hythe Town Council, St Michaels Church, Hythe Dementia 
Forum, Sun Lane Surgery, St Leonards Church, Hythe Rotary Club, Scouts 
Association, Age Uk Hythe & Lyminge, RSPCA, FHDC, Waitrose, KCC and other 
organisations in Hythe all grouped together to form Hythe’s first Community hub thus 
forming partnerships in the community. 

Kent County Council and the Kent Resilience Team prepare for emergencies in Kent 
and Medway, but what can town councils and local parishes do? 
 
In the example of flooding, we can work with the local authority, register repairs 
required to roads, drains, walks and bridges that may require attention and help 
prepare community flood plans. 
 
In conclusion, be it floods, climate or pandemics the resilience group in Hythe will be 
set up to deal immediately with any emergencies that could occur in and around the 
town or surrounding villages. 
CONTACT OFFICER 

If you have any queries about this report please contact The Town Clerk and 
Responsible Financial Officer of the Council 

Tel: 01303 266152 or email Clerk@hythe-tc.gov.uk prior to the meeting. 

mailto:Clerk@hythe-tc.gov.uk
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