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Report number HTC/21/07 
 

 

 

To Hythe Town Council 
Date 12 January 2022 
Status Non-Exempt 
Responsible officer Town Clerk 
  
Subject NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL’S 

LOCAL COUNCIL AWARD SCHEME REPORT HTC/21/07 
 

SUMMARY: This report reviews introduces the Local Council Award Scheme and 
asks members to discuss the application for the accreditation process. 

REASON FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

The Council is asked to agree the recommendations set out below because the 
Council is dedicated to providing and delivering a national professional standard to 
the local community. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. To receive and note the report HTC/21/07. 
2. To instruct the Town Clerk to commence with the application or the 

Local Council Award Scheme.  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Society of Local Councils quote “The Local Council Award Scheme (LCAS) has 
been designed to celebrate the successes of the very best local councils and to 
provide a framework to support all local councils to improve and develop to meet 
their full potential. The scheme offers councils the opportunity to show that they meet 
the standards set by the sector, assessed by their peers, and to put in place the 
conditions for continued improvement. 
The scheme has been designed to provide the tools and encouragement to those 
councils at the beginning of their improvement journeys, as well as promoting and 
recognising councils that are at the cutting edge of the sector. It is only through the 
sector working together, to share best practice, drive up standards and supporting 
those who are committed to improving their offer to their communities that individual 
councils and the sector as a whole will reach its full potential”. 
 
LCAS undergoes a review every year. Local councils must meet the criteria of the 
guidance that is in place at the date they submit their completed application form to 
their local accreditation panel. 
 

This report will be made 
public on 14 January 2022 



2 / 3 

ACCREDITATION PROCESS The Local Council Award Scheme is a form of peer 
review. Councils are reviewed by experienced peers through the work of an 
accreditation panel. 
 
 
FEES  
There are two fees 
 ■ A registration fee paid to NALC £50 
 ■ An accreditation fee paid to the organisation responsible for administering the 
local or regional accreditation process (upto £200 dependant on level applied for). 
 
EVALUATION AND IMPROVEMENT The aim of the evaluation and improvement 
process is to allow the sector to feel ownership of the Local Council Award Scheme, 
and to see the scheme changing to meet the feedback and needs expressed by the 
sector. This section outlines the evaluation and improvement process that will allow 
the scheme to be dynamic and respond over time to changes in the sector, national 
policy and other relevant issues. 
 
The Foundation Award is for councils who want to show they meet a set of 
minimum standards to deliver effectively for their communities. To meet this award 
the council demonstrates that it has the required documentation and information in 
place for operating lawfully and according to standard practice. The council also has 
policies for training for its councillors and officers and so has the foundations for 
improvement and development in place. 
The Foundation Award allows you to benchmark your performance as well as 
challenging you to consider your councils continuing development and improvement. 
 
The Quality Award demonstrates that a council achieves good practise in 
governance, community engagement and council improvement. Quality councils go 
above and beyond their legal obligations, leading their communities and continuously 
seeking opportunities to improve and develop even further. 
To achieve the Quality Award a council demonstrates that it meets all requirements 
of the Foundation Award and has additional evidence of good governance, effective 
community engagement and council improvement. Due to the level of this 
achievement, a council with a Quality Award can also be eligible to use the general 
power of competence. 
 
The Quality Gold Award demonstrates that a council is at the forefront of best 
practice and achieves excellence in governance, community leadership and council 
development. Quality Gold councils provide leadership for their communities, bring 
people together, have excellent business planning processes, ensuring value for 
money as well as constantly seeking new innovations and opportunities to improve. 
They highlight the very best we, as a sector, can achieve for our communities. 
 
The National Association of Local Councils will be running events to help local 
councils prepare an award-winning application. 
 
How to apply 
 
1.The first step is to register online with NALC there is a £50 registration fee. There is 
no need to have all the criteria in place at this stage, it is just simply registering the 
council’s interest in taking part in the scheme The council can apply for any award 
level it does not need to start at Foundation 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/lcawardscheme
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2. Once the criteria is prepared and in place, the council will need to confirm this in a 
public meeting. 

3. The local accreditation panel coordinator will need to be notified and provided with 
the application form including links to online documents. At this stage, there will also 
be an accreditation fee to the local County Association. This fee depends on the award 
level you are applying for and the size of your council (full information in the Local 
Council Award Scheme Guide attached). 

Finally, the local panel coordinator will contact the council with the result of the 
application. 

SUMMARY 
By achieving accreditation to the award scheme, the council show that it is serving 
the community as best it can. Should members decide to proceed with the 
application, the Town Clerk will be instructed to ensure that at least the minimum 
criteria required to achieve an award is met and staff will continue to work towards 
gaining the Quality Gold Award. 
 
A summary of the perceived risk follows: 
Perceived Risk Seriousness Likelihood Preventative 

Action 
The council do not 
achieve 
accreditation for 
the Local Council 
Award Scheme 
and residents lose 
faith in the 
council’s service. 

High Low The council apply 
for the 
accreditation and 
give confidence 
that the council is 
delivering a 
national 
professional 
standard to the 
local community. 

 

CONTACT OFFICER 

If you have any queries about this report, please contact the Town Clerk. 

Tel: 01303 266152 or email Clerk@Hythe-tc.gov.uk prior to the meeting. 

 

 

 

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/lcas/1854-lcas-application-form

