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MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting of the Hythe Town Council held at the Town 
Hall, High Street, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AJ on Thursday, 23 June 2022 at 18.30hrs. 
 
PRESENT:  
The Right Worshipful Mayor Councillor J Martin (in the chair)   

Councillors M Dearden, A Dickinson, P Graham, A Jones, K Miles, D Owen, T Prater, 

and M Whybrow. 

Also Present: Ms Julie Abbott, Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. 

 

56/22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Councillors L Fraser, S McConnell, P O’Connor, N Slade. 

 

57/22 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL STATUTORY FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 19 MAY 2022 
The Full Council was asked to receive the Minutes of the Annual Statutory Full Council 

Meeting of the Council held on 19 May 2022 and to authorise the Town Mayor to sign 

them as a correct record. 

It was  

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor P Graham and 

 
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19 May 2022, having 

been circulated, be confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
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58/22 REGISTERING DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST      

None declared. 

 

59/22 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
It was  

PROPOSED BY:  Councillor P Graham 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor M Whybrow and 

 
RESOLVED – That the meeting stand adjourned. 

 

Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 

A resident spoke regarding minute no. 64/22 as per the attached notes. 

 

It was then  

PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Whybrow 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor M Dearden and 

 
RESOLVED – That the meeting be re-convened. 

 

Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 

60/22 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Speaker of the Cinque Ports 

As the Mayor of Hythe, I was appointed the Speaker of the Cinque Ports on Saturday 

the 21 May 2022, at the Hythe Sports Pavilion on South Rd. I was very pleased to host 

many of the other Cinque Port Mayors and welcome them to Hythe. I have sworn to fulfil 

the duties as Speaker to the best of my ability and my intention is to reinforce Hythe’s 

position as a Head Cinque Port. 
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Mayor Making in New Romney 

I was proud to represent the historic town of Hythe at the Making of the new Mayor in 

our Neighbouring Cinque Port, the equally historic town of New Romney. The wise 

people of New Romney have elected Councillor Paul Thomas to lead the Town Council 

once again. From the people of Hythe, I was please to congratulate Paul and his 

wonderful Mayoress Janet, wholeheartedly. 

Litter Picking for the Jubilee 

My Deputy Mayor, Councillor Anita Jones, organised an intensive litter pick in Hythe 

ahead of the Queens Platinum Jubilee. Anita and I were very pleased and grateful to the 

members of the Romney Marsh litter pick Hit Squad who joined us and really did a great 

job. I was also pleased so many Councillors: Tim, Jenni, Angela, and members of their 

families joined the band of volunteers – well done team! 

Support for Families from Ukraine 

I was very pleased to join local Church leaders in a gathering to offer practical help to 

families from Ukraine, who have fled their war-torn country and have come to Hythe. 

Along with other community and church leaders we joined together to welcome our 

guests and ask what we, as individuals and as a community, can do to help make their 

stay in Hythe easier. It is encouraging to know that many people from Hythe are willing 

to help. 

Bench Dedication at The Fountain 

I was absolutely delighted to be asked to unveil a new bench at The Fountain Public 

House in Seabrook. The bench is a work of art, a carved tableau which seeks to depict 

our relationship with Nature, based on conversations between local Seabrook people as 

interpreted by the artists Glimpse. The conversations relate to how the people of 

Seabrook feel about the wildlife, the Royal Military Canal, the Seafront, and place where 

they live and how their interaction with the Natural World enhances their being. The 

bench was offered to the District Council initially but was refused and I am very grateful 

to Jakki and Stewart, the owners of the Fountain who found a place for the bench in 

their garden. 
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Blessings of the Sea in Brightlingsea 

I attended the Blessings of the Sea in Brightlingsea in my capacity as Speaker of the 

Cinque Ports, with the Mayor’s Consort, my wife Elaine. A ceremony which dates from 

time immemorial, takes place on the Harbour Wall or “the Hards” and then the Speaker 

joined other Mayors and Deputies and set sail into the harbour and out into Brightlingsea 

Creek, where the sea and Oyster beds were blessed. This is the ancient ritual of 

“Beating the Bounds” a ritual which is also carried out in Hythe! 

Prince’s Parade Development Exhibition 

I attended the exhibition for the development of Prince’s Parade on Tuesday the 31 May 

and I was amazed at the number of people who spoke to me to express their concerns 

and opposition. There is no doubt that this development will change the character of our 

seafront in Hythe and impact significantly of the wildlife. 

Announcing the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

It was with the greatest joy that I joined Hythe’s Town Crier on Thursday the 2 June, to 

announce the Jubilee Celebrations in Hythe. Many similar announcements have been 

made from the under croft of the Town Hall in Hythe, over many hundreds of years, and 

I certainly felt the history of the 600 (plus) named Mayors of Hythe who have announced 

times of great celebration as well as times of mourning. We are so fortunate in Hythe to 

be literally surrounded by history. 

Lighting the Jubilee Celebration Beacon 

The Jubilee Beacons is the first official celebration events of the Platinum Jubilee in 

Hythe. Our Beacon forms part of a chain of Beacons. The Jubilee Beacons provides an 

opportunity for Hythe to join with other communities and people throughout the United 

Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man, UK Overseas Territories, and the 

Commonwealth, to come together to celebrate this historic milestone. Queen Elizabeth II 

will be the first British monarch to reach a Platinum Jubilee, 70 years as Sovereign. 

A large crowd gathered along the seafront in the Twiss Rd carpark, opposite the 

Imperial Hotel. Many photographs were taken, and I was pleased to pose for many, 
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including some photographs of a beautiful bride who was in the middle of her wedding 

reception in the Imperial! 

I was joined by our Town Piper, Chris McNeilly, who played, and supervised by our 

Town Sergeant who was looking after all the Health and Safety arrangements.  

We were all particularly thrilled that the Deputy Lieutenant, Major Dennis Bradley BEM, 

was able to officiate and lead the celebration. 

On the appropriate signal from our Town Sergeant that it was safe to do so, I lit the 

Beacon and joined our fellow loyal communities across the Country and Commonwealth 

in celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

Platinum Jubilee Service of Thanksgiving in Oaklands Park 

I was honoured to join with some of the Churches in Hythe in a Platinum Jubilee service 

of thanksgiving. The service was a Churches Together celebration and I was particularly 

impressed by the pupils of Brockhill School who performed for us, depicting the reign of 

Her Majesty. The sun was shining, and we were all in excellent voice! 

Hythe High St - Best Jubilee Crown Competition 

I was asked to judge the Best Jubilee Crown Competition organised by the Hythe 

Business and Tourism Association, it was the toughest job of the whole Jubilee 

weekend, the standard was so high!  

Hythe High St – Best Dressed Window for the Jubilee 

I was also asked to award the trophy to the winner of the Best Dressed Window for the 

Jubilee – Church Mouse Studios Some of the shop windows in Hythe High Street had 

really been prepared to a very high standard but I think Church Mouse Studios were 

worthy winners. 

Tin Tabernacle Celebrations 

As always, the Tin Tabernacle owner Peter Jarvis contributed to the community in Hythe 

by allowing the building to be used by the local community to celebrate the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee. A fantastic crowd enjoyed tea and cake, music, singing and great 

conversation! Again, we were fortunate to have Deputy Lieutenant, Major Dennis 
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Bradley BEM, along with his wife Mrs Bradley. Reverend Dudley Shipton managed the 

various events very well and information, help and crowd management was provided by 

the Hythe Rotary Club – a brilliant event! 

Hythe Town Council’s Picnic in the Park 

On Sunday, the final day of the Jubilee Celebrations, the weather defied the forecast 

and was good to us. I was delighted to be able to open Hythe Town Council’s Picnic in 

the Park at Oaklands. I was joined by jugglers, tight rope walkers, face painters and 

bouncy castles. I ate too many cakes from the Scout’s cake stall, who were raising 

money to send four young people from Hythe to the World Jamboree in South Korea. 

The crowd were entertained by the excellent Hythe Town Concert Band who gave a 

brilliant performance!  

Evensong at St Leonard’s Church Hythe 

My wife and I attended our final event of the Jubilee with a beautiful Evensong service at 

St Leonard’s Church. We were joined by Councillor Anita Jones, the Deputy Mayor. 

My overall feeling from the Jubilee Weekend is the strength of the community in Hythe, it 

was fantastic to see so many people participating in the celebrations to honour our 

Monarch. I think having lived through such a difficult period in our history, with Covid, 

people seem very keen to get out and do familiar things in the Community, long may we 

continue to do so! 

Cinque Ports Mayor’s Association AGM & Lunch 

I was very pleased to be invited to attend the Cinque Ports Association Annual General 

Meeting at Hythe Town Hall. I was even more pleased to be invited to their excellent 

lunch at the Hythe Sports Pavilion! It was very helpful for me to meet so many past 

Mayors from so many Cinque Port Towns, as well as several previous Speakers of the 

Cinque Ports. 

Hythe has a long tradition in the role of Speaker, and I have been well advised by the 

two previous Speakers from Hythe. As I learn more about the historic and important role 

of Speaker, so my enthusiasm has increased, I have sworn to fulfil the duties as 
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Speaker to the best of my ability and my intention is to both promote the Cinque Ports 

as a group of coastal towns and reinforce Hythe’s position as a Head Cinque Port. 

Falklands War Memorial 

I was honoured to be invited by the Royal British Legion to lay a wreath at the War 

Memorial in Hythe on the 40th Anniversary of the end of that conflict. My son is a serving 

Royal Navy officer so the perils and risks our servicemen and women take in defending 

the Realm are very well known to me. I was particularly touched when the Reverend 

Dudley Shipton, who was leading the service, also remembered my cousin, Terry 

Martin, who was a civilian worker and who died enroute to the Falklands to rebuild the 

airport at Port Stanley when the fighting ended. A thoughtful and meaningful set of 

readings and prayers were read by our fantastic Churches Together faith leaders and 

we prayed for the dead but also that conflict and wars across the world would end. 

Beating the Retreat at Brompton Barracks 

It was a privilege to be invited by the Royal Engineers to represent the people of Hythe 

and witness the Beating of the Retreat in Brompton Barracks. I was joined by many 

other Mayors from Kent, where the Army thanks the Civil Community for their help and 

support. I had recently attended a large conference held at the Leas Hall in Folkestone, 

where we discussed the challenges that service families must face within our 

community, so it was fantastic to be able to receive the thanks of the Army in person. A 

brilliant display of precision marching and top-quality music entertained us all. Bearing in 

mind I can neither play music or precision march, I have nothing but admiration for these 

wonderful musicians! 

Craft Fair – Town Hall 

Saturday is always a busy day in Hythe High Street. It was with great pleasure that I 

attended the Craft Fair in the Town Hall in Hythe High Street. A fantastic range of craft 

products on display with busy crafters selling everything from knitted items to carved 

wood! In the under croft a range of community groups presented information on their 

individual activities.  
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Hythe Green Preservation Society – Wood dedication 

I was delighted to be asked by the Hythe Green Preservation Society to attend the 

dedication of their newly planted wood on Hythe Green. Hythe Green is owned by Hythe 

Town Council and the Council have been working with the Preservation Society over the 

past few years to establish the wood on Hythe Green. There were Kites, bell ringing, 

music and singing as well as a wishing tree! The wood contributes to the Queen’s 

Jubilee Green Canopy in Hythe. I am delighted to say that the wood adds to the 2,500 

new trees have been planted in Hythe over the last three years.  

 

61/22 MAYOR’S CIVIC HERO AND PANDEMIC AWARDS 
The Mayor awarded a Civic Hero award to each of the below: 

Sally Chesters  
is well known to us and needs no introduction. Too many projects to mention, a 

champion of historic Hythe and a defender of its heritage. Sally is someone with a 

practical enthusiasm and determination to make Hythe a more attractive place to be. For 

all your hard work, over many years, on behalf of the Town, I thank you. 

 

The Mayor also awarded a Pandemic Hero award to each of the Pharmacies in Hythe as 

below: 

Paydens - Representatives Amy Thompsett and Jenny Swift 

and  

Eakins – Representative Maxine DenKnock 

Boots – will be awarded their medal at a later date 

For all the incredible pressure they were under throughout the pandemic. 

 
62/22 MINUTES OF THE PLANS & WORKS COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 16 
MAY 2022 AND 08 JUNE 2022 
The Full Council was asked to receive and endorse the Minutes and recommendations 

of the Plans and Works Meetings held on 16 May 2022. 

It was 
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PROPOSED BY:  Councillor K Miles 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor M Dearden and  

 

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Plans & Works Committee Meetings held on 16 

May 2022 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted. 

 
Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
It was then 

 

PROPOSED BY:  Councillor A Jones 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor M Dearden and  

 

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Plans & Works Committee Meetings held on 08 

June 2022 be received and the recommendations contained therein be adopted. 

 
Voting: For 8 Against 0 Abstain 1. The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Dearden requested that an amendment on page 21, minute no 51/22 was 
required, three members voted against and did not abstain. This will be corrected 
before the minutes are signed at the next Plans and Works meeting on 27 June 
2022. 
 
63/22 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 26 MAY 2022 
The Full Council was asked to receive and endorse the Minutes and recommendations 

of the Finance and General Purposes Meetings held on 26 May 2022. 

It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Whybrow 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor A Jones and  
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RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

Meetings held 26 May 2022 be received and the recommendations contained therein be 

adopted. 

 
Voting: For 8 Against 0 Abstain 1. The motion was carried. 
 
Councillor Owen requested that his objection against the Fishermans Beach Art 
Project item be noted. 
 
Once voting had taken place the contractors awarded were revealed as follow: 
Minute No 38/22S.106 Fishermans Beach Artwork Project to Proposal D - Teach Me 

Courses. 

Minute No.43/22 Pavilion Maintenance to Contractor B - Brighter Homes.  

 

64/22 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
It was  

PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor M Whybrow and 

 
RESOLVED – That the meeting stand adjourned. 

 

Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 

The Mayor awarded a Civic Hero award to the below: 

Ann Alexander 
Susan Pitman 

Two ladies from Seabrook who litter pick tirelessly and diligently. They do so much to 

keep the Town of Hythe clean and clear of rubbish. They battle the mess left by foxes, 

seagulls and mainly people, on behalf of the Town I thank you for your essential work. 

 

It was then  

PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor A Dickinson and 
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RESOLVED – That the meeting be re-convened. 

 

Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
65/22 HYTHE LIFE FOOD FESTIVAL 
The Council discussed a request from Hythe Life Food Festival to close the middle 

pathway across the Green instead of the Public Right of Way previously requested in 

minute no.344/21. 

It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor T Prater 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor A Jones and  

 

RESOLVED – That request from Hythe Life Food Festival to close the middle pathway 

across the Green instead of the Public Right of Way be granted. 

 
Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
66/22 FOLKESTONE AND HYTHE DISTRICT COUNCIL GREEN AND BLUE 
INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY 
The Council discussed a request from Folkestone and Hythe District Council (FHDC) to 

submit views on the strategy or help with any of the actions identified in the strategy. 

It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor J Martin 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor P Graham and  

 

RESOLVED – That  

i. Hythe Town Council confirm they are willing to cooperate and help in partnership 

with the strategy that FHDC are aiming to achieve. 

ii. The Chairman creates a response on behalf of Hythe Town Council and 

circulates the response to other members for comments. 
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iii. That an extension for a more detailed response to the deadline be requested. 

 
Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
67/22 Notice of Motion pursuant to Standing Order 9 - Motion no.110 
 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor A Jones 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor P Graham and  

 

RESOLVED – That a change be made to the structure of the Annual Statutory Meeting 

held in May. 

 

“The Annual Statutory Meeting of Hythe Town Council held in May each year be 

changed from ‘split with an adjournment in accordance with resolved min no 431/01 of 

Council’ to one full meeting with no adjournment. The first full meeting to start at 18.30 

hours and thus from then on, each year thereafter.” 

 

After a lengthy discussion a recorded vote was called for as follows: 

 

Councillor M Dearden                         Against 
Councillor A Dickinson                      For 
Councillor P Graham                          For 
Councillor A Jones                            For 
Councillor J Martin                              For 
Councillor K Miles                               Against 
Councillor D Owen                             Against 
Councillor T Prater                              For 
Councillor M Whybrow                       For 

 

Voting: For 6 Against 3 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
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68/22 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES SUB COMMITTEE 
It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Whybrow 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor T Prater and  

 

RESOLVED –That the above committee has become moribund and will be made 
defunct following the meeting. 
 
Voting: For 9 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 

 

Meeting closed at 19.15 hrs. 

 

Dated this   Day of   2022 

 

 

Chairperson …………………………………… 
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