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MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL 
 
MINUTES of the Full Council Meeting of the Hythe Town Council held at the Town 
Hall, High Street, Hythe, Kent. CT21 5AJ on Thursday, 28 July 2022 at 18.30hrs. 
 
PRESENT:  
The Right Worshipful Mayor Councillor J Martin (in the chair)   

Councillors M Dearden, P Graham, J Hawkins, A Jones, T Prater, and D Wade. 

 

Also Present: Ms Julie Abbott, Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer. 

 

94/22 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Councillors A Dickinson, L Fraser, S McConnell, K Miles, P O’Connor, D Owen, and  

M Whybrow 

 

95/22 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 23 JUNE 2022 
The Full Council was asked to receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 

23 June 2022 and to authorise the Town Mayor to sign them as a correct record. 

It was  

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor A Jones and 

 
RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 23 June 2022, having 

been circulated, be confirmed as a correct record, and signed by the Chairman. 

 

Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 

96/22 REGISTERING DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST      

None declared. 
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97/22 ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
There was no adjournment. 

 

98/22 MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS 

Hythe Civic Society (HCS) Reception 

Friday the 24 June was a warm beautiful evening in Hythe, and I joined a fantastic group 

of Hythe residents who are the Hythe Civic Society! My wife and I received a very warm 

welcome and was delighted to meet many old friends. HCS are engaged in so many 

local initiatives that make Hythe a great place to be I cannot list them, but I hope to 

spend part of my Mayoral Year working closely with the HCS developing and promoting 

all they do. 

http://www.hythecivicsociety.org/ 

Armed Forces Day 

There was a great turn out of residents and visitors in Hythe High Street on Saturday the 

25 June to celebrate our Armed Forces Day. The parade was great, as was the band, 

the piper, the ceremony, the attendance, and the buffet in the Town Hall. I am delighted 

to say that Hythe’s military history and links are alive and well.  

Scones and Songs of Praise 

Along with many other people I was delighted, along with my wife, to attend the 

Salvation Army’s “Scones and Songs of Praise” on the 25 June. A hugely entertaining 

evening of music with an excellent band and singing from and equally excellent choir, 

and the scones were very good as well! 

Mayor Making in Folkestone 

It was an honour for me as the Mayor of Hythe to represent the people of Hythe at the 

ancient ceremony of Mayor Making in Folkestone on Sunday the 26 June. Councillor 

Nichola Keen was elected Mayor of our Neighbour Town Folkestone in May, but the 

ceremony of Making the Mayor took place as it has done for hundreds of years, at the 

Cross in the Churchyard of St Elswyth.  

http://www.hythecivicsociety.org/
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New President of Hythe Rotary Club 

I was delighted to be invited to welcome John Wren as the new president of the Hythe 

Rotary Club and offer our grateful thanks to the outgoing president Liz Dearden. During 

Covid Liz Dearden has guided the Rotary through the most difficult of times and 

everyone owes Liz our thanks. 

Mayor of Deal – Ceremonial Evening 

I attended the Ceremonial evening of the Mayor of Deal as the Mayor of Hythe and in 

my capacity as the Speaker of the Cinque Ports. Deal is a beautiful town, and it certainly 

is no hardship going to visit. The Mayor made his dedication, named his deputy and 

Mayoress and committed himself to continuing his work in promoting Deal and 

everything associated with the town. 

Canada Day – Shorncliffe Cemetery 

The First of July is Canada Day and it truly was both a privilege and an honour for me to 

represent the people of Hythe, as their Mayor, when together with Elaine my wife and 

Mayor’s Consort, we were able to lay a wreath at the memorial in Shorncliffe Cemetery 

to commemorate the service men and women who are buried there, in particular the 105 

Canadians who gave their lives in service to this country. The ceremony of children 

laying flowers is always so moving and is a fitting tribute. 

The Princess of Wales Sensory Garden Oaklands 

I was pleased to join the volunteers who have done such a wonderful job in restoring the 

Princess Diana Sensory Garden in Oaklands Park on the 5 July. All of the hard work has 

clearly paid off, all we need now is some rain! 

The staff have the photographs, and these will be published on the council’s social 

media pages and newsletter. 

Seabrook School – Concert at the Tower Theatre 

What a concert, what talent, what an experience, my wife and I spent a glorious 

afternoon with the pupils and teachers from Seabrook School at their concert in the 

Tower Theatre in Shorncliffe! 
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Rotary Dinner 

I was very pleased that the Rotary Club of Hythe invited me to their latest dinner on the 

5 July. I was fascinated to learn about all of the interesting and worthwhile initiatives the 

Rotary are pursuing locally, nationally, and internationally. I was particularly interested in 

hearing about the Hythe Town Diary, a Rotary Club initiative whereby the Rotary will 

host an on-line Town Diary where community groups can list their events. I held a 

Mayor’s lunch on the 14 July to promote the diary, which will be a valuable addition to 

the life of the Town. 

Dinner with the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports 

Both my wife Elaine, the Mayor’s Consort and I were honoured to be invited to have 

dinner with the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, at Walmer Castle, on the 8 July. I was 

pleased as The Speaker of the Cinque Ports to represent Hythe and promote our 

beautiful and historic town. 

Cinque Ports Reception at Walmer Castle 

I joined many other Mayors from Cinque Port Towns on the 9 of July, at a reception at 

Walmer Castle hosted by the Lord Warden. It was a great pleasure to discuss the issues 

that confront the various coastal communities which make up the Cinque Ports. A 

valuable exchange of ideas and information between Mayors – and the weather was 

beautiful! 

Mayor’s Boot Fair to support Hythe’s Christmas Lights 

Sunday the 10 July was a wonderful sunny morning in the beautiful and historic town of 

Hythe, and I was pleased to welcome so many people to the Mayor’s Boot Fair on The 

Green in Hythe. A great range of sellers and many eager buyers meant that the money 

collected, a fantastic total of £1,411.00, will ensure that the Christmas Lights in Hythe 

High Street will happen again this year! 

South Kent Mind 

On the 14 of July, I was delighted to be asked by South Kent Mind to do some publicity 

for their Charity Walk in September. I was joined by Hythe’s Town Crier, the brilliant 
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Chris McNealy. Chris called the attention of the towns people by blowing Hythe’s Moot 

Horn, exactly as it has been done for almost five hundred years! 

Mayor’s Lunch 

I held the first of my regular Mayor’s Lunches at the Town Hall on 14 July and was 

delighted to help promote the Hythe Town Diary, which is a fantastic initiative devised by 

Hythe’s Rotary Club. The idea is that all community and other events are collected 

together in one electronic diary. This collation of events will help organisers to avoid 

clashes and help people work together for the benefit of the Town. 

Jam on the Marsh – St Leonard’s 

My wife and I attended St Leonard’s to watch a performance of Façade, with Lucy 

Crowe, James Gilchrist, JAM Sinfonia & Anna Tilbrook, which was breath taking. The 

Jam on the Marsh Festival is just brilliant in its range and variety of events, exhibitions 

and performances, always good value. 

Mayor’s Bike Ride to Ypres 

On the 15 July, I along with thirty-five other cyclists set off from Aylesford near 

Maidstone, to ride to Ypres in Belgium, on behalf of the Royal British Legion Industries. 

We were taking the scenic route, which totalled 150 miles!  

All of the riders were delighted with the warm welcome we received in Hythe with Major 

Dennis Bradley, the Deputy Lieutenant of Kent, receiving the riders warmly. The RBLI 

presented Hythe with one of its famous Tommy Silhouettes and the ride moved on, and 

up to the Battle of Britain Memorial on top of Dover Hill. Given that it was over 30 

degrees at the time, Dover Hill was a tough climb, but we did it! 

Then into Dover, onto the ferry and into the hotel in Calais. The next day we rode 

through the countryside of Northern France into Belgium and received a fantastic 

welcome when we stopped in Poperinge, one of Hythe’s Twin Towns. We were given 

gifts, food, all sorts of liquids to drink and eventually we wobbled away on our bikes, 

sorry to leave our friends in Poperinge behind. 

We arrive in Ypres, and I was honoured, as the Mayor of Hythe, to be able to lay a 

wreath at the Menin Gate on behalf of the people of Hythe. The nightly last post 

https://jamconcert.org/facade/
https://jamconcert.org/facade/
https://jamconcert.org/facade/
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ceremony at the Menin Gate is very moving and I was so pleased to remember the 

British and Commonwealth Service men and women who died in the Great War. 

 

99/22 MAYOR’S CIVIC HERO AND PANDEMIC AWARDS 
The Mayor had not received any nominations for this meetings pandemic or civic hero 

awards but instead issued a cheque presentation from the Mayor’s Personal Project 

Fund to the Scouts for their World Jamboree Fund. 

 
100/22 MINUTES OF THE PLANS & WORKS COMMITTEE MEETINGS HELD ON 27 
JUNE 2022 AND 18 JULY 2022 
The Full Council was asked to receive and endorse the Minutes and recommendations 

of the Plans and Works Meetings held on 27 June and 18 July 2022. 

It was 

 

PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor D Wade and  

 

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Plans & Works Committee Meetings held on 27 

June 2022 and 18 July be received and the recommendations contained therein be 

adopted. 

 
Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
  
101/22 MINUTES OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 30 JUNE 2022 
The Full Council was asked to receive and endorse the Minutes and recommendations 

of the Finance and General Purposes Meetings held on 30 June 2022. 

It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor D Wade 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor T Prater and  
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RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

Meetings held 30 June 2022 be received and the recommendations contained therein 

be adopted. 

 
Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
Once voting had taken place the contractors awarded were revealed as follow: 
Minute No 83/22 Station Road Roundabout Maintenance for the sum of £2,650 - 

Brighter Homes 

 

102/22 HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL DEMENTIA AWARENESS FORUM 
The Council discussed a request from Hythe Town Council Dementia Awareness Forum 

for a member of the council to be appointed as a co-operative member to the forum. 

It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor D Wade and  

 

RESOLVED – That the Mayor of Hythe, Councillor J Martin be appointed to the Hythe 

Town Council Dementia Awareness Forum. 

 
Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
103/22 SANFORD HOUSE GARAGE RENT REVIEW – REPORT HTC/22/01 

It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor T Prater and  

 

RESOLVED – That due to the confidential nature of the business under Section 1 Sub 

Section (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meeting) Act 1960 this item was deemed 

to be exempt to the Press and Public and that the meeting be adjourned from Standing 

Orders to allow open discussion. 
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Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
After a lengthy discussion 
It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor P Graham 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor D Wade and  

 

RESOLVED – That Council reinstate Standing Orders. 

 

Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
It was then 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor T Prater 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor A Jones and  

 

RESOLVED – That  

1. The Town Clerk be instructed to open negotiations with regards to the rent review 

of the Sanford Garage element, those negotiations to include a view towards the 

negotiations in 2026 when the rent review of the whole Sanford Building takes 

place. 

2. To devise a mechanism so that future reviews occur on the same day 

3. To seek as close to the market rent at the time of review. 

4. To provide a copy of the lease to members of the Council to peruse. 

 

Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 
104/22 AGAR – PUBLIC INPSECTION RIGHTS 

Members noted the Public Inspection Period as part of the Annual Return has been 

published from 27 June 2022 to 05 August 2022. 
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105/22 TRANSFER OF PLAY AREAS 

After a long discussion  

It was 

 
PROPOSED BY:  Councillor M Dearden 

SECONDED BY:  Councillor T Prater and  

 

RESOLVED – To appoint The Town Mayor, Councillor J Martin and The Deputy Mayor, 

Councillor A Jones to sign the leases for the transfer of play areas in the presence of the 

Town Clerk.  

 
Voting: For 7 Against 0 Abstain 0. The motion was carried. 
 

Meeting closed at 19.07 hrs. 

 

Dated this   Day of   2022 

 

 

Chairperson …………………………………… 


	MINUTES OF MEETING
	HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL
	My wife and I attended St Leonard’s to watch a performance of Façade, with Lucy Crowe, James Gilchrist, JAM Sinfonia & Anna Tilbrook, which was breath taking. The Jam on the Marsh Festival is just brilliant in its range and variety of events, exhibiti...


