
         Target Hardening Consultation        

At the recent Target Hardening Working Group meeting held on Wednesday 31 

August 2022, Stephen Bailey Landscapes presented members with an update with 

regards to installing bunds/wildflowers vs whips. 

Whips were highlighted as high maintenance and subject to theft. If Members 

proceeded with this option, it would require a five-year plan if they wished to plant 

whips. 

The original quote submitted by contractors for South 

Road, was for fencing but this would be extremely 

costly. Therefore, Stephen Bailey Landscapes 

suggested that he may be able to acquire some blue 

clay-based soil dressed in screened topsoil that 

would suit the installation of bunds. Stephen Bailey 

Landscape’s presentation made it clear that whip 

planting was an ineffective security measure for 

some years (until the whips were decent sized). He 

felt the bund offered better protection as it would offer 

more instant protection and showed a scale cross 

section to demonstrate an effective height (which was about 40cm tall x 83cm wide). 

Putting a hardcore core into the Centre of the bund was also considered which may 

be cost effective and strengthen the bund if material is available. 

Once installed wildflowers could be planted. This would be lower maintenance than 

planting whips and a lesser cost to the council. 

It was recommended that South Road and The Green be Phase One of the Target 

Hardening Project as they are the most directly targeted open spaces. The costs for 

this work up to £25k, could be covered under the Grounds Maintenance Reserves of 

£28,196 and the work could be completed in the current budget year 2022.23.  

With Phase Two as Burmarsh, Eaton Lands and Horn Street and reserves could be 

transferred to cover a future project at the end of the budget year 31 March 2023, 

from any unallocated reserves. 



 

South Rd - The current wooden gate at the Eastern access that was recently used 

to gain access to the playing field be exchanged for a gate the same as the one 

recently installed at Boundary Road, The Green. 

 

The Clerk was asked to contact FHDC to ensure that the entrances from Wakefield, 

Lucy’s and Ladies Walk were always locked, when not in use. 

 

Hythe Green 
A bund from the front of the car park along to St Leonard’s Rd also be priority. 

          
It was AGREED that  

1. The recommendation to install bunds along South Road and The Green 
be pursued. 

2. Stephen Bailey Landscapes to confirm the availability of the soil. 
3. Costs for wildflower seeding be sought. 
4. An online consultation be held. 
5. The Clerk to enquire as to whether planning permission will be required. 
6. Quotes be sought from three different contractors for the works. 

 
Once the Town Clerk has sought three quotes for the above works and finalised all 

the necessary information as above, this will be taken as a report to the Finance and 

General Purposes Committee for discussion with the hope that this will be an option 

recommended to the following Council meeting. Before the report can be finalised 

members of the public are being asked for their contributions to this project. 

 

If you would like to see/or not see earth bunds with wildflowers along South Road 

playing fields or along the Green, please email Clerk@Hythe-tc.gov.uk with your 

comments. These will be considered when the report to Finance and General 

Purposes is created. 

 

Please note all comments will be taken into consideration but may not be published. 

This consultation will close midnight on 31 October 2022 
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