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ANNUAL TOWN REPORT – 2022/23 
 

This report will be placed in full on the Town Council’s website – which can be found at  
https://www.hythe-tc.gov.uk  
 
MAYOR’S INTRODUCTION 
 
I have been honoured and proud to serve the Ancient and Historic Town of Hythe as 
Mayor for the past year. The people of Hythe have supported me, and I hope I have 
fulfilled their expectations. Hythe is a wonderful and unique place, and we must all 
work hard to treasure and preserve it. This year was Hythe’s year as Speaker of the 
Cinque Ports, and I hope I have been able to represent Hythe well in holding the office 
of Speaker. 
 
The wall in the Town Hall lists over 400 Mayors of Hythe, my predecessors, but few of 
them could have had a year that compares to mine. I have attended over 110 meetings 
and events as Mayor and I have raised and donated over £20,000 for Charity and local 
good causes: Pilgrims Hospice, Demelza, RBLI, Scouts World Jamboree, In Step Dance 
Company, painting the High Street Bollards all of which are some great causes I have 
been pleased to support. 
 
MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENT 
 
I have attended many events in other Cinque Ports but this year in Hythe I was delighted 
to attend our fantastic Venetian Fete, I was pleased to welcome the Grenadier Guards 
to the High Street, I attended the opening of the Open-Door project at 101 High St with 
the fabulous Bishop Rose of Dover. I joined the Royal British Legion Industries bike ride 
to the Menin Gate in Belgium and welcomed all the riders to Oaklands Park for a pit 
stop. 

Photo curtesy of James Willmott 
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My year began with the joyous Jubilee celebrations, when I was delighted to light the 
Jubilee Beacon, then with great sadness I paid my respects in person to our great Queen 
Elizabeth as she lay in state in the Great Hall in Westminster. On Sunday the 11 

September, as Mayor, I proclaimed the King from the steps of the Town Hall, an honour 
very few Mayors of Hythe will have enjoyed.  
 
When the Coronation was announced for 06 May 2023, the Cinque Ports submitted their 
claim to attend. The Speaker of the Cinque Ports has attended almost all the 
Coronations back to Richard I in 1189. I was delighted when the Cinque Ports received 
14 invitations, one per town, and we will once again enjoy our traditional “Honours at 
Court”. 
 
So, my greatest honour as Mayor of Hythe and Speaker of the Cinque Ports is to 
represent Hythe as a “Coronation Baron” at the Coronation of King Charles III and I will 
carry all the good wishes and love for our King from the people of Hythe. 
 
All I can do is humbly thank the wonderful people of Hythe for electing me to represent 
them. 
 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
There have been ten Full Council meetings during this last year. Its principal Committees 
- Finance and General Purposes and Plans and Works have met nine and fifteen times, 
respectively. These meetings are recorded and live streamed for members of the public 
to view. Thanks are due to the respective Chairperson of both these committees – 
Councillor M Whybrow and Councillor J Martin.  
 
Other Sub-Committees of the Council and its Committees include the following which 
met during the last year: 
 

• Personnel Sub-Committee 
• Standing Orders Sub-Committee 

 
CHARITY TRUSTS 
 
The Town Council is the Corporate Trustee for several Charities. There have been four 
meetings of the full Charity Trustees this year. These meetings are held separately after 
Council meetings.  
 
The Town Council is responsible for the operation of four charities – Davis Oaklands 
Charitable Trust, Horn Street Recreation Ground, Palmarsh / Burmarsh Recreation 
Ground, and Eaton Lands. It also provides administrative support to The Wakefield 
Bequest.  
 
Annual returns to the Charity Commission are undertaken by the Town Clerk who has 
been appointed as Secretary to the Trusts for all the above Charities. 
 
Davis Oaklands Charitable Trust owns the Oaklands Building on Stade Street and 
adjoining land. 
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OAKLANDS PARK 
 

 
 

 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Jim Martin, also funded a third memorial bench in Oaklands Park 
with his Folkestone and Hythe District Ward Grant. 
 
 
OAKLANDS BANDSTAND EVENTS 
 

 
 
Hythe Town Council continued to run its free bandstand programme, with full details on 
the Council’s website, and social media from May to September with a similar 
programme planned for 2023. Details of this can be found on the council’s website.  
 
Hythe Bandstand Concerts 2023 | Hythe Town Council (hythe-tc.gov.uk) 
 
We have a variety of musical performances and select different bands each year so that 
new bands get a chance to submit applications. 

https://www.hythe-tc.gov.uk/council_events/hythe-bandstand-concerts-2023/
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THE QUEENS JUBILEE 
 
At the beginning of June, the council provided a free funday for Hythe Residents as we 
celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee in Oaklands Park. 
 

     
                                                          
Sadly, in September 2022 it was announced that Queen Elizabeth II, the UK’s longest 
serving monarch, had died at Balmoral, aged 96, after reigning for 70 years. She died 
peacefully at her Scottish estate where she had spent most of her summer. 
 
On behalf of Hythe, the Mayor and his consort paid their last respects and carried out 
the thoughts of the people of Hythe to her, lying-in-state. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 2023-2024 EVENTS 

 
Details of 2023-2024 events can be found on the Council’s Community Newsletter on 
the Council website. 
 
www.Hythe-tc.gov.uk/What’sOn/newsletter 
 
Some successful events were held such as an Eco Fayre on The Green at the beginning 
of September 2022 and a Mayors Civic Funday. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.hythe-tc.gov.uk/What%E2%80%99s
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THE KINGS CORONATION 
 
With the support of Hythe Town Council, this year Hythe Festival Company organisers 
have decided to promote the Coronation of King Charles lll and will be organising 
community events over the weekend of 06-08 May 2023.  
 

 

 
 
OAKLANDS REFURBISHMENT 
 
The next phase of the planned works for Oaklands will see permitted development, 
which includes like-for-like replacement of the windows, and external repair work to the 
building.  
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In June 2022 the students of Brockhill Park Performing Arts College painted the 
Oaklands playground wall. 
 
HYTHE LIBRARY AND MUSEUM 
 
Hythe Library is run by Kent County Council and provides an array of services for the 
people of Hythe, with several parking spaces situated in the Oaklands car park for up to 
an hour.  
 
The local history museum is accessed via Hythe Library.  
 
It is situated next to the Council Offices (a former Doctor’s home and surgery), which is 
adjacent to the Royal Military Canal.  
 
The Museum’s collection is set out in cases or left open to handle along with detailed 
information boards. These take visitors through the history of Hythe from Roman times 
and then as a Cinque Port, with maps, furniture, costumes, and military equipment 
(linked to the Small Arms School of Musketry in Hythe for over one hundred years before 
it was moved to Warminster), commercial, civic, and social objects.  
 
Each one provides for different age groups enabling them to find inspiration, learning, 
and enjoyment from the collection resulting in frequent re-visits and numerous related 
questions. 

 
The museum is part of the “Wheels of Time” organisation of Kent Museums, and this 
has generated publicity and more visitors. 
Hythe Museum is open during Library opening hours. 
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HYTHE TOWN COUNCIL ASSETS 
 
Hythe Town Council leases land to Hythe Cricket and Squash Club and Hythe Lawn 
Tennis Club, Chemist, and the Sanford House buildings to the Community Hub (Age 
UK). 

BURMARSH RECREATION GROUND 

Burmarsh Road Recreation Ground (also known as Palmarsh) caters to people living 
toward the Western boundary of the town. It is an open space with play equipment for 
families to enjoy and is well-used by the local children. 
 
This park is immensely popular for dog walkers and is closely situated next to the Royal 
Military Canal, where you can often see the Swans and their nest building once a year. 
 
New Play Equipment at Burmarsh 

The new play equipment has been installed in April 2023 and is now open to the 
public. 
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EATON LANDS  

Eaton Lands is the beautiful parkland to the North of Hythe. It hosts three sets of 
allotments and a wildflower meadow.  
 
A public footpath runs through the meadow (HB25) 
   
The south grass is cut twelve times per year, the Wildflower meadow is cut twice a 
year. 
 
The Hythe and District Countryside volunteers are no longer working on the woodland 
at Eaton lands, so the council are currently looking for volunteers to help with the 
upkeep of the pathways. 

New Play Equipment at Eaton Lands 

The play equipment shown below is for illustration purposes only. The proposed 
equipment is scheduled to be installed in mid-May 2023. 

 

HORN STREET 

Since 2021, wild meadows have been allowed to grow promoting biodiversity and in 
winter, children of all ages use the area for tobogganing. 
 
New Play Equipment at Horn Street 
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Horn Street Recreation Ground is an area of open space, and a hidden gem. Following 
a public consultation in February 2022, new play equipment was installed at the 
beginning of the 2022 summer holidays.  
 
New Play Equipment at Reachfields 

The play equipment shown below is for illustration purposes only. The proposed 
equipment is scheduled to be installed in the Summer of 2023. 

 

 
Play Equipment at Peregrine Close 
 
Hythe Town Council has recently taken over from Folkestone and Hythe District Council, 
the maintenance of the play equipment at Peregrine Close. There is a full refurbishment 
programme scheduled for 2023. 
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New Play Equipment and Bench at St George’s Place 
 
 

 

 

TOWN HALL 

The Town Hall on the High 
Street is a beautiful 18th-
century building that is a 
wonderful location for 
meetings, and conferences 
and has a licence to hold 
wedding and civil partnerships 
ceremonies. In 2022 
ceremonies were restricted by 
the registrars so they could 
catch up with the demand 
post covid. With extensive 
promotion of the hall in 2023 
we hope to increase the 
number of bookings at this 
historical venue. 

 
Craft Fairs at the Under croft have been featured regularly this year and proved to be 
immensely popular with stallholders and the public. 
 
The Under croft was also used by charities and other local organisations in 2022/23. 
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There is a life-saving defibrillator on the side of the 
Town Hall in Hythe High Street. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RED LION SQUARE TELEPHONE BOX 
 
Hythe Town Council has recently taken over the Telephone Box in Red Lion Square, 
following a public consultation. The telephone box will shortly see the installation of a 
new Defibrillator. It will be accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to the public. 
Following a call 999, and a code will be provided to access the machine and full 
instructions on how to use the defibrillator will be available immediately. 

ALLOTMENTS 

We have four sites for allotments (166 plots):  

• Eaton Lands – 107 plots - across the three sites (Meadow, South, and North)  
• Longbridge – 14 plots   
• Twiss Road – 41 plots  
• Horn Street – 3 plots  

The waiting list for the allotments is over 300 (368) at present, which is made up of 115 
for Eaton Lands, 100 for Twiss Road, 50 for Longbridge, 30 for Horn Street, and 73 for 
more than one of the above sites. 

The Allotment Working Group meets twice a year to discuss any ongoing issues. The 
allotments provide a sense of community and provide so much enjoyment to the tenants. 

HYTHE GREEN 

This open space is owned by Hythe Town Council, maintained by the Council with the 
aid of Hythe Green Preservation Society Volunteers, and most recently deeds were 
signed by Hythe Town Council, alongside ‘Fields in Trust’ to protect the Green as an 
open space for years to come.  

The Green hosts many events including 14 Boot Fairs and a Mayor’s Boot Fair for 2023. 
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Local charities and organisations 
benefit from these events, and it 
provides them with the 
opportunity to boost their funds 
and book the remainder of the 42 
days which is the limit for events 
that are allowed to be held on The 
Green, each year. 

Planning Permission has recently been granted to extend the 28 days to 56 days, but 
the Council agreed a self-imposed limit of 42 days per year at the Plans and Works 
Meeting on 07 March 2023. This will allow events such as the Hythe Life Food Festival, 
Santus Circus, and the funfair to book the Green more often. 2023 will see the pilot run 
to ascertain how by having extra events it may damage the green, this will be reassessed 
each year. 

Our new wooden sculptures were installed on the Green in September 2022. 

   

 

TRIANGLE OF LAND ADJACENT TO THE DUKE’S HEAD 

This small site consists of a permissive pathway and has recently been sown with wild 
meadow seeds by the Hythe Green Preservation Society. The preservation society also 
installed a new bench on the triangle so that residents could sit and rest, with a beautiful 
view of the Royal Military Canal. (See Hythe Green Preservation Society Report for 
photo)  

 

 

 



13 | P a g e  
 

HYTHE SPORTS PAVILION, SOUTH ROAD 

The Town Council’s sports facilities at 
South Road are popular throughout the 
district. The Council works with local football 
teams who play at South Road, senior and 
junior.  

The Sports Pavilion has been used by 
organisations, individuals, and regular 
hirers including Pilates, Art Group, 
Bollywood Dancing, Tai Chi classes, and 
Bright Shadows.  

 

The Tennis and Bowls season started at the 
beginning of April, and we have noticed that the 
hard tennis courts need refurbishment. Work will 
be undertaken once quotes have been obtained. 

 

 

WAR MEMORIAL 

The War Memorial by the Canal was used for Remembrance Sunday 2022.  

  

Repairs to the memorial and surrounding surface are being undertaken by Folkestone 
and Hythe District Council. They are awaiting a date from the contractor, Heritage 
Homes and Drives. We are hoping for the works to be completed in May before Armed 
Forces Day in June. 
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HYTHE SKATE PARK 

  
The Skate Park Shelter has 
been installed, and the next 
project as requested by the 
skate park users, is to look at 
a replacement/refurbishment 
of the existing skate ramps. 

 

 

 

 
 
PORTLAND ROAD CAR PARK 
 
Charges at Portland Road car park have been increased from 01 April 2023 to 31 
October to cover the costs of the excessive rates charged on the property. The car 
park is still cheaper than most of the other car parks in Hythe. It is free to park here in 
the winter months. 
 
QUEENSGROVE 
 
The grove is filled with trees which were planted in the grove for the Queen Mother. 
This piece of land is owned by Hythe Town Council and maintained under contract by 
Folkestone and Hythe District Council. It is used every two years by the Venetian Fete. 
 
SHEPWAY CROSS 
 
Recently visited by the Cinque Port Mayors for a photo opportunity, from 1358 this 
used to be a meeting place for the Confederation of the Cinque Ports, several miles 
west of Hythe. The foundation stone was laid by William 7th Earl Beauchamp and Lord 
Warden of the Cinque Ports and Admiral in 1923. The cross was a gift from the Earl 
Beauchamp on land donated by the owner of Lympne Castle.  

APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

The Town Council has annual appointees to other organisations and is incredibly 
grateful to those Members who have served this year on the following bodies:  

Hythe Twinning Association, Age UK Hythe & Lyminge, Wakefield Bequest, KALC, 
HBTA, Hythe Institute Fund, Anne Peirson Trust, Hospital of St. Bartholomew, and St 
John. 
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CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD 

As always, we were delighted to receive some outstanding nominations.  

Our inaugural awards for Citizen of the Year are usually announced each year at the 
Annual Town Meeting. 

The winner of 2023’s award is Brinley Hughes, for his contribution and organisation to 
St Leonards Church and his service as ex-secretary to Hythe Business and Tourism 
Association. 
 
DIGITAL PROGRESS 
 
Continuous upgrades to the Council’s computer network and administration is 
ongoing.The council has recently agreed to introduce Sharepoint to the office 
administration network.  
 
COUNCIL STAFFING DURING 2022/23 
 
Thanks to all for the copious amounts of challenging work in supporting Councillors and 
the ongoing day-to-day running of the Council. They are always looking to improve 
themselves and their knowledge, whilst implementing the skills they have acquired into 
their daily routines. The staff work hard to provide a better service to council and 
residents alike. 
 
Julie Abbott has been in her position as Town Clerk for two years now and has 
achieved her CILCA1  and Certificate in Level 4 Community Governance. She is now 
progressing through the Level 5 Foundation Degree level. Everything that is learnt is 
brought into the workplace and shared with other staff.  
Amongst a variety of duties, the Town Clerk manages the office team and is 
responsible for a budget of circa £440,000 and is the council’s Proper Officer, 
Responsible Financial Officer, Head of Paid Service and Data Protection, and Health 
and Safety Officer. 
The Clerk has a statutory duty to carry out all the Councils functions, ensuring the 
Council fulfils its legal obligations and that the instructions of the Council, in connection 
with its functions as a Local Authority are carried out. 
The Clerk also advises the Council on, and assists in the formation of, overall policies 
and procedures to be followed in respect of the authority’s activities and compiles 
information and reports to allow Council to make effective decisions prior to the 
implementation of them. 
 
Laura Cook, the Plans and Facilities Officer has also obtained her CILCA 
qualification. Laura’s main duties are organising allotments, liaising with plot holders, 
and taking bookings for the council’s facilities, she is also the Town Hall’s Wedding 
Attendant and Clerk to the Plans and Works committee meetings. 
 
Roland Domingo the Finance and Projects Officer achieved the Association of 
Accounting Technicians (AAT) qualifications and is now undertaking the CiLCA. Roland 
maintains the council’s accounts and has successfully completed major projects this 

 
1 Certificate in Local Council Administration 
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year, especially project managing the installation of all the new playground equipment 
on different sites. 
 
In February 2023, Kate Spokes joined the Town Council staff as Council and 
Charitable Trust Administration Assistant. A full training programme is scheduled to 
assist with her introduction to the Town Council. Kate will be ensuring the football, tennis, 
and bowls, bandstand and boot fair events all run smoothly. She is also in charge of 
media and supports the council in an administrative role. 
 
Terry Reene is the Council’s amazing long-standing Town Sergeant and Mayor’s 
Secretary. Terry organises all the civic events in the town and maintains the Mayor’s 
diary. 
 
A familiar face at South Road Pavilion is Tim Cudby who is the South Road Pavilion 
Caretaker. Tim opens and closes the building for all the hirers and regular users of the 
Pavilion. 
 
Paul Fox our Senior Tennis & Bowls Assistant ensures the Tennis and Bowls season 
runs smoothly, along with our other two attendants Seth Kendall and Felix Pavitt. 
 
Our Bandstand attendants, Miles Hood, and Shaun Woolgar work hard to provide 
seating for attendees at all the events held at Oaklands Park throughout the summer. 
 
FINANCE 
 
Financial Year Ending 31 March 2023 (unaudited)  
 
The internal audit will be completed in May 2023 and the Accounting statements will be 
ratified at a meeting of the full council before 30 June 2023.  
 
The following figures may be subject to change once finalised with the Internal Auditor. 
 
Income 2022-23  
Sports and Recreation facility Hire £26,110 
Hire of Land and Properties £33,665 
Allotment Rents £11,646 
Other Income £3,101 
Car Park Revenue £7,478 
Total of Income from assets £82,000 
Other income (CIL & Playground 
acquisitions) 

£89,000 

Total of all income (excluding 
precept) 

£171,000 

 
A PRECEPT OF £369,677 WAS RECEIVED IN 2022. 
 
Expenditure 2022-23  
Grounds Maintenance £71,197 
Civic £4,490 
Events (including Grants issued)  £34,979 
Miscellaneous (Maintenance & Repairs) £16,193 
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Staff (including NI and Pension)  £208,982 
Utilities £67,794 
Personal Expenses (Travel)  £1,183 
Office costs £10,569 
Professional (Legal and Consultancy) £6,743 
Premises (Equipment and Property 
costs) 

£33,882 

Banks & Loans £8,432 
Training & Subscriptions  £17,103 
Projects £0 
Total Budget Expenditure incurred £481,547 
Other expenditure (CIL)  £27,000 
Total of all Expenditure £508,547 

 
Sources: Hythe Town Council Financial records. www.hythetc-gov.uk-finance 
 
SUB-COMMITTEES OF F&GP 
 
Personnel Sub-Committee 
Personnel (Appeals) Sub-Committee 
 
Councillors do not claim expenses nor neither do they get paid an income. 
 
Minutes of meetings are published on the Hythe Town Council website along with copies 
of reports and supporting documents. 
 
The Annual Governance and Accounts Return will be submitted to the external auditors 
by 30 June 2023. They will become available for Public Inspection in July 2023. The 
Council hopes to have the accounts certificated by September 2023 from the external 
auditor. 
 
GRANTS 
 
The Council provides grants to communities that help with the social and business fabric 
of the town. Recent examples of grants include Hythe Festival, The Venetian fete, Hythe 
in Bloom, and the Christmas Lights in the High Street. 
 
Grant Criteria and Application forms can be found on our website under Grant Policy 
and Application Form. 
 
SPEAKERSHIP 2023 
 
Every seven years the Speakership of the Confederation of the Cinque Ports rests with 
the Town Mayor of Hythe. There is usually a Church Service in October and a procession 
along the High Street.  
 
As a Head Cinque Port, it is made up of seven heads: Hastings, New Romney, Hythe, 
Dover, Sandwich, Rye, and Winchelsea, and Seven Limbs: Deal, Ramsgate, 
Faversham, Folkestone, Margate, Lydd, and Tenterden. 
 

http://www.hythetc-gov.uk-finance/
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This year Hythe Town Council held the speakership and with the imminent coronation 
of King Charles III the representatives of the 14 members towns of the Confederation 
of Cinque Ports are being invited to attend the Coronation on Saturday 6th May 2023. 
 
The Confederation is chaired by its Speaker, one of the Mayors of the Cinque Ports; 
this honour passes between the five original head ports and two ‘antient towns’ by 
rotation every year. 
 
The current speakership is held by the current Mayor of Hythe. The Mayor quoted: - 
“The Cinque Ports date back 1000 years, and our history is enshrined in the history of 
this country. The Confederation is a unique association of maritime towns and villages 
in Kent and East Sussex. In the centuries before the Tudor Kings of England first 
developed a navy, the ‘men and ships’ of the Cinque Ports provided a fleet to meet the 
military and transport needs of their Royal masters. These small ports – many no 
longer operational, but still fiercely proud of their traditions, have been called the cradle 
of the Royal Navy. 
 
From the Coronation of King Stephen, in 1141, until that of King George IV, in 1821, 
the Barons of the Cinque Ports were granted the right to carry a canopy over the 
Monarch during the procession, on foot, from Westminster Hall. Canopies have not 
been used since 1821 but, from 1902 onwards, the Barons have been invited to attend 
every Coronation. The title of Baron is purely honorary. 
I am absolutely delighted that the tradition of the Cinque Ports Barons attending a 
coronation will continue, and that 14 ‘Barons’ – representatives of the 14 members of 
the Confederation of Cinque Ports, in most cases the mayors – are being invited to the 
Coronation of His Majesty the King and Her Majesty the Queen at Westminster Abbey 
on Saturday 6th May. 
 
I am also very proud to be representing the Cinque Ports, with the 13 other Barons, 
and am thrilled that we can continue to carry on this ancient tradition.” 
Below is a list of the 14 Barons being invited to the Coronation of King Charles and 
Queen Consort on 06 May 2023. 
 
History of the Cinque Ports 
Today, the quiet charm of many of the Cinque Port towns belies their important and 
sometimes violent role in the development of the nation’s seafaring and naval 
traditions. 
Some survive as working ports. Indeed, Dover is a major international transport hub, 
handling some 5 million vehicles and 13 million passengers per year. Others, like 
Hastings, maintain their historic role as centres of inshore fishing. New Romney, 
Winchelsea and Tenterden have been stranded well inland by the retreating sea. 
It is sometimes hard to believe that all were once amongst the most significant ports in 
England. 
Their pre-eminence began almost 1000 years ago, around the middle of the 11th 
century, when they were first granted important legal and fiscal privileges, as well as 
valuable commercial benefits and social status, in return for providing ships and men 
to meet the naval and transport requirements of the English Crown 
The heyday of the Ports 
Their fortunes and prowess peaked under the Plantagenet Kings of the 12th and 13th 
centuries but waned over the next 300 years, as changing patterns of warfare at sea 
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and natural changes to the coastline of south-east England shifted the focus of naval 
power to more specialised, deep-water ports in other parts of the country. 
The Cinque Ports today 
By the 21st century, most of the Cinque Port towns have diversified well beyond their 
seafaring origins, but all repay the visitor with fascinating glimpses of their colourful 
past and its continuing influence upon the local, regional, and national identity. 

(Boorman, K. 2023) 
 
 
 
HYTHE VENETIAN FETE SOCIETY 
 
On 17 August 2022, the successful Venetian fete was back!  
 
The Venetian Fete 
is supported by a 
Hythe Town Council 
Grant of £7,500. It 
is one of the largest 
tourist attractions in 
Hythe. 
 
 
 

After a three-year break, the Venetian Fete returned in 2022.  

A full entry list provided the fun and entertainment on the canal the Town has come to 
expect over the 120 years or so that this traditional event has been held. Disrupted 
slightly by an incredible rain shower just as the event opened this did mean that our 
spectacular firework display could proceed as the ground had been dampened down 
following weeks of scorching dry weather.  

As with many events in post-pandemic 2022, our visitor numbers were slightly reduced 
but we have every expectation that these will recover for the next Fete. A biannual event 
run in odd years since 1982, the next event will be in 2024 as we revert to even years in 
our two-year cycle. Planning for 2024 gets underway shortly.  

It would be remiss of me not to record the ongoing support that we receive from the 
officers and councillors of Hythe Town Council. The Fete is organised and run by a 
committee of local people volunteering their time to whom I pass my thanks - if you have 
ever thought about getting involved, have some great ideas on how we can improve the 
event, or simply want to know more about how you can help us then please do contact 
me. 
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HYTHE TWINNING ASSOCIATION 
 

We have excellent relations with Berck-Sur-Mer (a seaside 
town in Northern France) and Poperinge (a traditional brewing 
town in West Flanders, Belgium. St. Cecilia Town Band. Hythe 
Town Council provides support and links to the twin towns, and 
town councillors serve on the association’s committee. 
 
The last year marked the anniversary of 40 years of the joint 
signing of the Twinning charters with Berck sur Mer, Northern 
France and Poperinge, Belgium. 

 
In April, we visited the famous Kite Fest in Berck sur Mer. We could not have asked for 
a better day. The bright blue sky was the backdrop to an amazing spectacle of kite 
displays by teams from all over the world. 
 
In May a group visited the Ostend at Anchor célébrations. June, we joined the Jubilee 
picnic at Oaklands. 
 
July there was a publicity day at the Undercroft, entertained by the Kent Morris men, 
who drew a crowd. We all enjoyed a BBQ that weekend too. We were fortunate to 
have a very successful Boot sale, thanks to Patrick Jones, Our then Treasurer, and a 
hard-working team of volunteers. This is an important event and the main fundraiser 
for our group. 
 
August bought about the Chairman’s coffee morning, and we were blessed with a hot 
day. 
 
Our highlight was taking part in the Venetian Fete with our float based on the ‘War of 
the Worlds’ theme. The work involved in planning, building, rowing, and competing 
cannot be understated. However, we reaped the rewards and came away with 3 
prizes, the best result ever achieved.  
 
In September we arranged a wonderful meal in a restaurant on the outskirts of 
Poperinge. We took a coach party, and we were joined by a large group from 
Poperinge, including the mayor and members from Berck sur mer. A wonderful post-
lockdown gathering, friendships rekindled, and new ones made. 
 
October took us to Poperinge 25th Beer Fest. We took friends from Hythe Hops; we 
were accompanied by a group of people from the Gurkha community. A good day was 
had by all tasting the local delights. 
 
In November a group went to Berck sur Mer to take part in their Armistice parade, our 
Mayor and Reverend Darkins joined us for this emotional day. 
We were accompanied by our French guests for our own Remembrance parade, 
followed by a lunch with over 50 people. 
 
To round off a very busy year we had another coffee morning just before Christmas. 
All in all, I believe we did Twinning justice with our range of celebrations, enjoyed by 
all. 
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The Association stands in a strong position of currently 120 members. down to the 
commitment and hard work of all the committee.  
Kevin Howell has taken on role of Treasurer as Patrick Jones stood down following 5 
years of dedicated service. 
 
We continue to provide a varying range of activities and social events, achieiving good 
attendance. 
 
This year we enjoyed a winter warmer lunch at The View restaurant. A Soul and Chips 
musical evening coming soon. 
 
A full programme is planned for the year ahead. This year we hope to attend the 
Hopfest in Poperinge in September. 
 
I would like to thank The Mayor, Hythe Town Council and Council representatives for 
their continued support. 
 
New members always welcome. For further details see our webpage 
https://www.hythetwinningassociation.com and our Facebook page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hythetwinningassociation.com/
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HYTHE CIVIC SOCIETY 
 
 

REPORT TO THE HYTHE TOWN MEETING 2023 
 
During the period from April 2022 to March 2023 Hythe Civic Society: 
 
• Was saddened to learn of the passing of its Patron, Lord Boyce – Warden of the 

Cinque Ports, in early September. 
• Held its annual talks programme throughout the year except during the summer. 
• Continued with its successful programme of Guided Walks every Thursday 

during the summer.  
• Held its “Thank You” party for its many volunteers in June in the Sports Pavilion. 
• Helped to maintain the churchyard at St Leonards, Eaton Lands, and the flower 

beds around the Stade Street Bridge and at Wakefield Walk. 
• Continued with the annual Hythe in Bloom programme. 
• Helped paint the street furniture in the High Street with more painting scheduled 

for fine weather in 2023. 
• Held its annual Christmas social evening for members in the South Road Sports 

Pavilion. 
• Commented on many planning applications. The Society’s comments on the 

original plans for the ex-Aldi site were front page news in the local “Express” 
newspaper! 

• Published “A Walk Around Historic Hythe” which is a Society best seller. 
• The Hythe Local History Group continued its research and publications. 
• Overhauled its website which is frequently updated. This now has a members-

only page. 
• Overhauled its constitution. This has been accepted by the Charity Commission. 
• Made far more use of electronic communications than in previous years 

including bulk emails to members and a Facebook presence.  
• Continued to publish its newsletter, now in colour, for the membership. 
 
So, looking forward, what about the remainder of 2023? 
 
• Mary Hunter, the Society’s Hon Secretary for the last 17 years, will be stepping 

down at the AGM on 23 May 2023 as will the President and the Chairman. 
• It is expected that the Society will adopt a rolling 3-year forward plan and an 

increase in subscriptions at the AGM in May. 
• On 21 May, thanks to the Town Council and the Hythe Rotary Club, the Society 

will host the first boot fair of 2023 on The Green. A first for the Society! 
• And again, in May 2023 the Society will host two back-to-back exhibitions in 

Hythe Library using material from its archives. From 3 – 15 May the “Through 
the Lens” exhibition will feature photographs from the 20s to the 60s by Jack 
Adams (a Hythe professional photographer), Sky Photos, and Aero Films Ltd. 
From 17 – 30 May the second “Through the Lens” exhibition will feature photos 
from the 1890s to the 1930s by Benjamin William Horton. 

• The Society has plans for new “Blue Plaques” featuring Gerald Holtum (CND 
logo) and the 750th anniversary of the St John’s Alms house. 
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Finally, the Society wishes to thank the Town Council and all the Society’s sponsors 
for their help and assistance in supporting the Society’s activities during 2022/23.  
 
Crispin Davies (Chairman)       21 April 2023 
 
 

Please reply to: 
Crispin Davies, Chairman – Hythe Civic Society, 1 Old Post Office Mews, Hythe, Kent CT21 5AY 

Mobile: 07804 695828  Email: chairman.hcs@gmail.com 
www.hythecivicsociety.org     Registered Charity 283177 

 
 
 
HYTHE IN BLOOM by Sally Chesters 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chairman.hcs@gmail.com
http://www.hythecivicsociety.org/
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Hythe Town Council  
Dementia Awareness Forum 

 
 
 
The forum has its website at www.dementiaawarehythe.co.uk, originally created by a 
small team of councillors, it now has many more members. They aim to provide support 
and acceptance for people living with Dementia and for those that care for them. 
 
The Town Council fully supports the Dementia Forum’s demanding work and dedication. 
 
Since the last Hythe Town Council AGM, we have been very busy organising and holding 
all the usual events which we used to have before the pandemic – plus more!  
We were pleased to finally form and agree to our first Constitution which has put us on 
a more formal basis with a committee led by Dudley Shipton as Chairman. We were 
delighted when The Right Worshipful Mayor Cllr Jim Martin agreed to be a co-optative 
member on behalf of the Town Council. 
 
Our regular events continue very successfully, being a “Let’s Talk Dementia” group held 
at Hythe Library which is kindly led by Library Volunteers, twice-monthly Community 
Coffee Mornings at St Michaels, Musical Afternoons on the first Wednesday of each 
month in collaboration with the Royal British Legion Hythe and Saltwood Branch – and 
of course, the Forum itself meets monthly for attendees to share and learn new 
information which is all relevant to improve the lives of those living with dementia and of 
their carers too. We have been able to welcome a wide variety of professional 
organisations and agencies to these meetings, also those living with dementia 
accompanied by their carers. Anyone is welcome to attend the Forum which now meets 
on the fourth Thursday of every month at 10 o’clock in the Committee Room at The 
Hythe Town Council Offices. 
 
We have been able to resume trips and have enjoyed visits to Longacres in Ashford for 
Christmas shopping, to the Tower Theatre to see the pantomime, and have enabled 
attendance at Military Concerts at St. Leonard’s Church. Walks organised by Sue Mott 
of Stepping Out have been very successful, especially as they are always rounded off 
with a good lunch courtesy of Stepping Out.  
 
A special Platinum Jubilee party was possible thanks to Peter Jarvis at the Tin 
Tabernacle which was a huge success, and we are now planning a similar event on 
Monday 8 May 12 noon until 4pm, to celebrate the King’s Coronation. All are welcome 
to attend. 
 
Our third block of singing sessions has just begun, led by Nina from The Musical 
Walkabout. Attended by 27-41 people, these sessions are extremely popular, and they 
greatly improve the well-being for all who attend. The group will be performing at the 
Kent Dementia Showcase on 19 May at the County Showground in Detling, and this will 
provide the opportunity for celebration and self-esteem to raise. 
  
Kent Cricket Community Trust hosted a lovely afternoon of walking cricket in the Sports 
Pavilion, which was very much enjoyed, followed by a delicious afternoon tea. This will 
be repeated in July, hosted this time at the Hythe Cricket Club. 

  

http://www.dementiaawarehythe.co.uk/
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Recently collaboration with students at Brockhill Performing Arts College has begun and 
we were able to take a small group of people to the school farm during the lambing 
season and hosted refreshments and table games afterward in the school library. It was 
a joy to witness the interactions between the young people and their visitors. 
With thanks to Stephen Callis of Cinque Ports Mobility and Healthcare, we have 
delivered well-attended dementia friends training sessions with another scheduled for 
Friday 12 May, 10.15-11.45 am at St Michaels. Most recently we were delighted to join 
Stephen in supporting Waitrose who hosted a dementia friends training session for their 
staff. We would encourage all businesses and organisations in Hythe to do similar and 
we would be only too pleased to help organise such sessions where requested. 
 
Local Hythe Societies, Clubs, and businesses have continued to support Dementia 
Awareness in Hythe, and for this, the Forum is extremely grateful. Teardrop flags around 
the Town, flags on display over shops and businesses in the High Street, and notices in 
shop windows continue to remind locals and visitors to Hythe where care and support 
for those with dementia and their carers can be found.  
 
The Forum is represented every Monday afternoon from 1.30-3.00 pm at the Open Door 
Project, 101 High Street. Please consider dropping in to meet us for a chat and to learn 
more about our activities. 
 
Our Secretary/Treasurer, Mrs. Susan Foster, is the contact point for the Forum and can 
be reached at 07734 383691 or by email at info@dementiaawarehythe.co.uk 
 
All the people working with and supporting the Hythe Dementia Awareness Forum are 
volunteers and as the Chairman, I am extremely grateful for their time and energy, which 
is given freely by so many people.  
 
Dudley Shipton, Co-Ordinator 
 
 

     Hythe Town Council Dementia Awareness Forum                       
aims to encourage the people of Hythe to become aware of those living with dementia  

in the community and the needs of the carers looking after them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:info@dementiaawarehythe.co.uk
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Friends of Hythe Dementia 
Registered Charity No 209429 

 
The Friends of Hythe Dementia was formed to meet the needs of those living with dementia and 
their carers. 
 
Its main function is to support carers and meet immediate needs, often due to crisis, in ways that 
are not available or provided for by larger organisations. 
 
Those caring for people with dementia often have additional unplanned expenditures. By the 
very nature of dementia, the person’s needs may change at a rapid rate, often causing a crisis 
that needs a quick solution. Whilst there are more services on offer these days, there is often a 
waiting list or shortage of the right support. This is where we may be able to assist. 
 
The Charity is administered by a small group of Trustees who respond to immediate needs by 
offering financial assistance and/or by providing essential equipment. 
 
The Friends of Hythe Dementia works alongside and in partnership with the Hythe Town Council 
Dementia Awareness Forum, however, it is a separate charity. 
 
The past year has seen many fundraising activities including a Tabletop Sale, a Spring Tea 
Dance, and Musical Bingo. The Charity benefitted from a musical fundraiser with American 
Supper arranged by Stewart Weller and his team, for which we are most grateful. Funds are also 
raised by a display in Eldridge’s, selling hand-knitted goods, dressed dolls, and bears. 
 
We are most grateful to have received grants from the mayor and local councillors. 
 
These funds have enabled us to provide GPS trackers which have proven to be a lifeline should 
a loved one go walkabout. We have provided alarm mats that alert carers and prevent those 
with dementia from leaving home. This happens most frequently at night and the mats give 
carers peace of mind. Special clocks have proved useful to define day and night when reading 
a normal clock is not possible. We have also provided bedding and dryers. 
 
If you know of someone who may benefit please get in touch and request a funding application 
form for consideration, ideally by email to friendsofhythedementia@gmail.com or by telephone 
to the Secretary on 07734 383691. 
 
Ann Mayne 
Chairperson 
 
 

 

mailto:friendsofhythedementia@gmail.com
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HYTHE SALVATION ARMY 2022/2023 

Hythe Salvation Army has had a busy time throughout the last year. 

 

The food bank has been open every week and has seen an increase in demand since 

the pre-pandemic era. We now provide an average of 40-50 parcels every week at our 

food bank on a Wednesday, which is run entirely by Salvation Army volunteers. The food 

bank is stocked by our food drop boxes in Aldi and Sainsburys along with regular 

personal and corporate financial donations. We anticipate that considering the current 

ongoing national situation, demand will continue to increase. 

 

Every Monday and Tuesday we run a heavily subsidised Toddler group which is now full 

and provides a much-needed resource for parents and carers of preschool-age children 

to meet and share friendships. 

 

The Toy Appeal at Christmas was a hugely successful project. Supported by other local 

organisations we managed to collect and distribute toys and gifts to almost 300 children 

in Hythe and Romney Marsh districts. Each family also received a bag of Christmas 

goodies.  

 

Every Wednesday we hold a community hub/drop-in centre for anyone looking for 

friendship, help, and support. We also hold a Wednesday afternoon friendship club 

which is Christian based and provides an opportunity for people to come and meet each 

other. 

 

We have also been working with The Salvation Army nationally on the Ukraine crisis and 

Turkey and Syria Earthquake crisis. The Salvation Army already has people in these 

countries providing food, shelter, clothing, prayers, and hope. We have programmes and 

personnel in Ukraine, Russia, Poland, Romania, Moldova, and other European countries 

who continue to offer practical assistance in the ongoing situation.  

 

In recent months we have opened our regional donation centre at West Park Farm Retail 

Park in Folkestone which has been hugely popular and successful already, both for 

donators and users. 
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We are also very much a part of Churches Together in Hythe, and the Salvation Army 

has joined with churches together at various community events this year, the most recent 

being the Good Friday Walk of Witness. 

 

At Christmas, the band performed at carol concerts and carried out street carolling 

throughout the district. This included the Christmas Celebration at the Tower Theatre 

and Lympne Castle along with carols in the High Street on two Saturdays. Unfortunately, 

the carol service at Oaklands had to be cancelled due to bad weather. These events 

helped raise much-needed funds to support the work of The Salvation Army locally and 

nationally. 

 

On Christmas Day Hythe Salvation Army again put on a free Christmas day lunch for 

over 35 people in the South Pavilion which the town council kindly agreed to free use for 

this event. This enabled people who were on their own or struggling to be with others to 

enjoy a 3 course Christmas lunch and were given a present and a take-home packed 

tea. Transport was provided with the help of Age UK vehicles for which we are always 

grateful and all the catering, serving, and clearing up was done by both our own 

volunteers and volunteers coming forward from the community.  

 

The Hythe Salvation Army is highly thought of in the community of Hythe and Romney 

Marshes and I would like to thank the town and community for that and for all the support 

we continue to get from local businesses and the public.  

 

Long may that relationship continue.  
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Age UK Hythe and Lyminge t:01303269602   
Sanford House                        
Stade Street                           e: co@ageukhl.org.uk 
Hythe 
Kent 
CT21 6BD                               Charity No. 1125274 Company No.6589817     
 
 
As of 1st April 2023, Age UK Hythe and Lyminge have merged with Age UK Ashford. 
The new name for the Charity is Age UK Hythe, Lyminge, and Ashford. The changes to 
the organisation are minimal and clients, visitors, and staff will experience little if any 
changes. 
 
The charity continues to have a local presence in each town and maintains its community 
support hub status. Towns support local people working with local and District Councils. 
 
We continue to work with many local organisations and Local and District Councils to 
ensure that no person in the area is without help and support.  
 
We provide a range of services and activities for people aged over 55 to enjoy and we 
are keen to challenge the stereotype that Age UK is just for old people.  
 
The way we are funded to provide services has changed 2 years ago, the changes came 
with significant challenges and as we enter the 3rd year of delivering Wellbeing Services, 
we are hit again with potentially a further reduction in funding to deliver Wellbeing 
services to those living in Hythe and Lyminge. 
 
Dementia services  
 
We now have a well-established and successful dementia unit running in our Lyminge 
Centre, we can arrange transport to the Centre from across our catchment area.  
 
The Centre delivers secure daybreak services and we also run MCST and COGS groups 
for those with an early-stage diagnosis.  
 
We have recently taken on a Dementia Services Team leader who will be working across 
the Hythe, Lyminge & Ashford Working alongside our new Dementia and Me organiser 
and Coordinator to deliver Dementia Cafes and other activities and drop-ins raising 
awareness and providing support for families living with Dementia.  
 
We are very keen to continue to develop the Centre as a Hub for the provision of 
Dementia services whilst also using the facilities to benefit the wider community in 
Lyminge. The Café, Charity shop, and other activities we offer are open to all. 
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Day Services/Wellbeing 
 
Our day services and well-being activities provide a wide range of social activities & 
opportunities to our older clients, we are working hard to continue to develop a 
stimulating range of activities and outings to ensure that our clients stay active, 
independent, and engaged.  
 
Oaklands Café 
 
We are very lucky to be back onto Oaklands Park, and everyone regardless of age is 
very welcome to use our community café. We provide a good range of Cakes, 
Sandwiches, Cakes, Drinks & Ice Creams and Snacks all at a very affordable price. 
 
All other services including chiropody, hairdressing, laundry service, information and 
advice service, meals on wheels, independent living service, etc continue. 
 
We are here to help and encourage you to get in touch with anything that you need 
support with.  
 
Volunteers  
 
We currently have 200 plus active volunteers offering a variety of support in Hythe and 
Lyminge. These include the running of the Reception and Charity Shop, Café support 
including weekends, Meals on Wheels delivery, shoppers, admin tasks, Handyman, 
Kitchen support, etc. We also have several Befrienders who visit face-to-face with our 
clients.  
 
A handbook guide has been produced to reflect Age UK Hythe and Lyminge’s values.  
  
All volunteers are incredibly valuable to everyone at Age UK Hythe, Lyminge, and 
Ashford regardless of the amount of time they can offer, and this we try to reflect by 
keeping in regular contact through monthly Drop-in Sessions, Meetings, Cream Tea 
Afternoons, and upcoming events during Volunteer week in June.  
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Hythe and Saltwood Branch 1974 
 
With the Royal British Legion being the national custodian of remembrance, remembrance is 
of utmost importance to everyone within the branch and we are always heartened to see the 
overwhelming support of the local community at all remembrance events, whether it be at 
the War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday and 11th November or at other significant dates 
in the year; in the last twelve months we have commemorated Armed Forces Day, VE Day, VJ 
Day, Canada Day, Holocaust Memorial Day, and last year saw the 40th anniversary of the 
Falklands Conflict. 
 
We have continued to offer comradeship and support to local military veterans and our 
branch members either by telephone calls, home visits, running errands, and offering advice 
and bereavement support. We regularly attend the fortnightly Community Coffee Mornings 
held in St Michael’s, where we have collaborated with welfare representatives from 
Folkestone and Hythe District Council, offering support and friendship to all, but chiefly to 
military veterans. We have also continued to support the excellent work of the Hythe 
Dementia Awareness Forum. 
 
In recent months we have been pleased to have been able to hold a weekly presence on 
Tuesday afternoons 1.30-3.00 pm at 101 High Street. This has given the opportunity for 
people to drop in for a chat or to seek advice and support and it has proven to be a very useful 
venue for meeting new beneficiaries. 
  
The Branch signed up for Hypertension Heroes and we are currently in the second phase of 
delivery, which seeks to identify people who may have blood pressure issues of which they 
are unaware. We deliver the service on Monday afternoons and Tuesday afternoons from 
1.30-3.00 pm at 101 High Street and everyone is welcome to drop in at any time during this 
period. 
 
Our standard bearer, Mr. Bill Milner, has attended numerous funerals of veterans from Hythe 
and further afield in the county, as well as always being present at remembrance events and 
whenever requested to support the branch. 
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Hythe is always very generous in its support of the Poppy Appeal and this year we worked 
hard to host a public launch of the appeal on the High Street. Our Poppy Appeal Organiser 
led a very successful campaign; over the two weeks of remembrance, 46 Volunteers gave up 
398 hours and raised £32,618.68. We are sincerely grateful for all donations. 
 
We are aware of the importance of including young people in our activities and to this end 
have continued collaboration with our affiliated youth groups - the 1st Hythe Scout Group 
and the Kent (Marine) Cadets. It is always a pleasure to visit the Cubs to speak to the 
youngsters about remembrance and this year we were invited to visit the Beavers too – a 
lovely evening for all involved and we are glad that this has become a regular annual visit. 
We are especially pleased to be developing a good relationship with Brockhill Performing 
Arts College which offered tremendous support last year to the Poppy Appeal. Plans are 
afoot to develop this collaboration further. 
 
One of last year’s highlights was a branch trip to the National Memorial Arboretum which 
was enjoyed by members and friends in the wider community. Our next plan is for a branch 
trip to the Somme – watch this space! 
 
Going forward, we are developing our branch meetings to become a little more sociable in 
nature and so in alternate months we are inviting guest speakers or holding special events 
such as our recent fish and chip supper with other plans brewing for the future. We will be 
holding our Boot Fair in aid of the Poppy Appeal on 28 May, and we also have a new 
standard that is awaiting formal dedication before it can be used. Once plans are finalised, 
we shall be sharing them with the whole community who will be able to join in the service 
of dedication if so wished. 
 
We meet on the third Wednesday of every month at 7.00 pm at the Hythe Sports and Social 
Club. We currently have 118 members but welcome all newcomers – for enquiries about 
membership (or anything else), please contact the Branch Secretary by email at  
hythesaltwood.secretary@rbl.community or by ‘phone at 07734 383691 
 
We encourage everyone to visit us on Facebook and ‘like’ our page which can be found by 
searching at RBLHytheSaltwood.  
Our website is http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/hythe-saltwood 
 
 
hythesaltwood.secretary@rbl.community or by ‘phone to 01303 862779 
 
 

Patron: Her Majesty the Queen 
Royal British Legion, Hythe, and Saltwood Branch | rbl.org.uk 

Registered charity number: 219279 

mailto:hythesaltwood.secretary@rbl.community
http://branches.britishlegion.org.uk/branches/hythe-saltwood
mailto:hythesaltwood.secretary@rbl.community
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    Hythe Rotary Club Annual Report 2022-23 
 
 

 
 
The Rotary year of office starts on the 1st of July and runs until the 30th of June for the 
year 2022/2023. I have been proud to be the elected Hythe Rotary Club President 
during this period. 
 
Rotary was founded on the principle of ‘service before self’ and our club members 
continue to carry out this in the time they give to community projects and raising funds 
for good causes. Rotary, over the years, has become synonymous with its bright 
yellow tabards and collection boxes but I can assure you that much more goes on 
behind the scenes. 
 
Did you know Rotary International is among the largest fundraisers worldwide? The 
Rotary Foundation is supported solely by contributions from the public, Rotary 
members, and friends of the Foundation. Those contributions, gifts, and donations are 
transformed into service projects that change the lives of thousands of people across 
the world. 
 
With 91% of funds spent on the programmes and projects it delivers, The Rotary 
Foundation is globally recognised for its financial efficiency, accountability, and 
transparency. If you attended a boot fair or organised one of the town events, there is 
a good chance you saw a group of Rotarians directing operations. 
 
Our strength lies in being able to support many charities or needs, sometimes 
financially but often through providing a resource or encouragement.  
 
It is not possible to list everything we achieved last year but as well as seeing us in 
our usual guise of money raising in the High Street or at our open events we also: 
 

• Co-ordinate some school minibuses. 
• Provide away days for Young Carers to get some respite from their daily 

pressures. 
• Help run the Youth Speaks Schools competition. 
• Provided Santa’s Grotto, (and Santa!).  

And with others, we have: 
 

• Worked with Age UK to organise their Family Fun Day and provided them with 
manual help as part of our Million Seconds Challenge, following on from last 
year’s Million Steps Challenge. 

• Supported Hythe Town Council and Hythe Festival to plan for the Coronation 
weekend. 

• Supported Hythe Bay School fundraising for the British Heart Foundation.  
• Sat on the Kent Resilience Group. 
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• Produced a Hythe Welcome Pack for all new residents in partnership with the 
Hythe Civic Society.  

• With support from Hythe Town Council and Hythe Business and Tourism 
Association we used our expertise to put onto the Internet a TOWN DIARY. 

• We were pleased to have Brockhill Park Performing Arts College join in with 
our Christmas Collection and Santa’s Grotto, helping us raise over £5000 for 
distribution. We were also pleased to have Hythe Bay School launch our 
Christmas appeal with Carols around the Town Square Christmas tree. 

• A major project that we are coordinating presently is a WORK EXPERIENCE 
project for Brockhill College, whereby we will work with them to prepare their 
students for the future. This means we will be in contact with all Commercial 
and Community organizations about how everyone can contribute with input, 
no matter how short, in ensuring our next generation is as prepared as possible 
for the future. Hythe Town Council and Hythe Business and Tourism 
Association support the project. 
 

 Internationally we have: 
 

• Contributed £000’s to aid Ukraine both there and in Hythe.  
• Provided ShelterBox emergency “housing” to aid the Turkey/Syria earthquake 

victims. 
• Continued our support of the “Eradicate Polio” mission.  

We have distributed far more funds this current year, than funds raised, supporting 
appeals from those seeking local and international aid. 
 
But we do have fun and fellowship along the way, having organised many social events 
in the past year including trips to Normandy and the Somme. 
 
Are we all old! Well, some are, but we have over the past year gained many more 
members and introduced far more flexible ways of meeting.  
 
To find out more, visit our website or Facebook page. If you wish to contribute 
financially to the work of Rotary this can also be done via our website. 
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HYTHE GREEN PRESERVATION SOCIETY 

2022 was the first full year following the planting of the 120 semi-mature trees on the Green. 
The extraordinary weather conditions posed a severe threat to their survival. The 10,000-litre 
rainwater-harvested fed tank did not receive sufficient continuous water to provide a reliable 
source during the summer. Thanks to support from Wooding’s factory offering access to a 
hosepipe and, crucially, the dedicated daily time given by two HGPS volunteers over the 
summer - comprising well more than 500 hours of commitment - the wood lost only 7 trees 
after 8 months; the others flourished.  
 
These losses have now been replaced with the support of Kent Men of the Trees and 
supplemented with a further 50 Mirabelles arranged along the leading edge of the woodland. 
 
HGPS has continued to purchase and scatter English bluebell seeds. Totals are 200,000 this 
year with similar numbers planned for each year following.  
 
HGPS has continued to maintain the edge lands, clearing scrub and ivy. The woodland walk 
is now a well-established and popular walkway. 
 
HGPS, working with Hythe in Bloom, planted 3kgs of daffodils on the Green and they are 
currently to be seen. We hope to repeat this next year with more daffodils. 
 
HGPS successfully proposed and funded an obelisk sundial project to be sited within the small 
mown labyrinth on the eastern side. We are awaiting District Council approval to proceed. 
 
The Society continued to be supported by Hythe Town Council as part of its rolling 5-year 
support Hythe Green Maintenance programme.  
 
The process, through sponsorship, of installing high-quality vandal-proof benches on the 
Green has currently reached two completed seats with a further, adapted, one acting as a 
memorial bench on the small triangle beside the ex-Duke's Head public house. 
 
We held the first of what we hope in the future to be a biennial summer festival. 2022 also 
marked the return of HGPS' boot fairs. We plan to hold another one in 2023. 
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HYTHE DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB  

Having managed to survive the pandemic, the club continues to thrive and there are 

now around 50 people in membership.  

The club had a very successful year in 2022 with involvement in many community 

projects where we were able to provide a valuable visual record of local events such 

as the visit by the Band of the Grenadier Guards, the Cinque Ports Speaker’s Day, 

and the mayor’s charity golf day and cycle odyssey.  

Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month in the Sports Pavilion 

on South Road together with photo shoots in local places of interest. We are always 

pleased to see new members and we welcome everyone from beginners to 

experienced photographers and users of sophisticated cameras through to mobile 

‘phones.  

For more information and to view our galleries of photographs visit our website 

https://hythedistrictphotographicclub.jimdo.com/ 

 

GIRLGUIDING, HYTHE RAINBOWS and BROWNIE’S REPORT 
 
Hythe Rainbows and Brownies are members of the Girlguiding Folkestone Division.  

 

The Rainbow Unit has 18 girls aged 4 – 7 and the Brownie Unit is slowly increasing 

and would welcome more members aged 7 – 10. The Guiding programme offers 

challenges, inspires, and empowers the girls. All Rainbows have achieved an interest 

badge, skills builder, and therefore a ‘Know Myself’ theme award. Recently 6 Bronze 

and 2 Silver awards have been achieved by Rainbows so far this year.  

 

More adult volunteers are needed, particularly to assist with the reopening of the Guide 

unit. If you would like to know more, we are involved with the Coronation Celebrations 

with a ‘crown biscuit decorating’ stall at the Funday and a PR stand at ‘The Big Help 

Out’ on Monday. 

 

 

https://hythedistrictphotographicclub.jimdo.com/
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VOLUNTEERING ACTIVITIES IN HYTHE BY RESIDENTS OF NAPIER 
BARRACKS 
 
Thank you for your invitation to submit a report on our charity’s activities for the past year, 
specifically in relation to Hythe.  
 
Napier Friends provides support to the men who reside at Napier Barracks while they are 
going through the asylum process. The residents have a wide range of experience and skills 
and, as they are not allowed to work while they are seeking asylum, we liaise with a number 
of charities in the Folkestone and Hythe district to provide volunteering opportunities, which 
enables the men to find purpose and meaning (something we all need in order to know that 
we are of value to our community) through engaging in a regular routine while they go 
through the often traumatic process of seeking asylum, and gives them an opportunity to give 
back to the local community who have supported them while they’re here, something that the 
residents of the camp are very keen to do.   
 
 
Last summer, a large group of volunteers from Napier assisted with the tidy-up and putting 
the boats away after the Venetian fete. This was a real treat for our volunteers, being able to 
see such an entertaining, much-loved, and traditional event for the town.  
 
Recently we helped the disability charity The Shed prepare their new allotment in Hythe, 
enabling the volunteers to demonstrate their gardening skills.  
 

The Workshop,  
32-40 Tontine St 
Folkestone, Kent 

CT20 1JU 
 

07733 085116 
Charity No: 1197988 
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We also volunteered several times last year at Eaton Lands and the old quarry in Saltwood, 
clearing alexanders and hogweed with the Hythe & District Countryside Volunteers. 
 
There are two charities who we work with regularly that I would like to highlight. The first is 
the faith community of the Roman Catholic Church in Hythe. We have been volunteering 
with them on a weekly basis since the autumn of last year, helping them to transform their 
gardens and outside spaces. The work can be physically demanding but the volunteering team 
have always been focused on achieving the best result. The parish team at the church have 
been very grateful for the volunteers’ hard work and dedication to transforming the grounds 
of the church and good relationships and friendships have been formed while working 
alongside local volunteers. This has been a reciprocal relationship as the Pantry, operating at 
the Catholic Church, have donated men’s clothes to be distributed via the charities who 
support the barracks, something that has been gratefully received as the men at the camp are 
often in need of good shoes and warm clothes after arriving in the UK with very little 
possessions following a perilous journey.   
 
The other charity is the Hythe Environmental Group (HEG). Over the past 18 months, the 
residents of the camp have been volunteering regularly with them, helping with the weekly 
electrical recycling project at 101 High Street in Hythe, gleaning at the local farms, collecting 
fruit and vegetables for food banks and local charities, and helping out with the monthly litter 
pick organised between HEG and Folkestone & Hythe District Council.   The men take great 
pride in their work and have also enjoyed meeting the local volunteers from HEG as well. 
 
We continue to expand our relationships with local charities, which includes conservation 
and environmental work, gardening, and creative activities, and are always looking for new 
organisations with which to collaborate.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to share our experience of working to contribute to the 
wonderful town of Hythe. We look forward to continuing to support local charities and 
organisations in future. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Rebekah Lamplough 
Trustee, Napier Friends – charity no. 1197988 
Direct phone: 07973 286444 
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Hythe Cricket & Squash Club Report April 2023 
 
We aim TO PROMOTE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN HEALTHY 
RECREATION BY PROVIDING FACILITIES FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE HYTHE 
COMMUNITY. 
 
Current Activities - Currently people aged 7 – 84 play sport at the club, with 

increasing numbers of people playing racketball and social squash, our football 

section about to start a second team for players over the age of 35, and cricket 

running 9 teams and having over 100 fixtures planned for the 2023 season, including 

an exciting new mid-week competition, The Hythe Smash. Our junior sections have 

England Cricket Board and Squash England accredited coaches and involve over 

100 children and young people in training and competitions.  

We are an inclusive club and welcome anyone to come and play sport – no 

experience is needed, and equipment can be provided for those wanting to try out 

squash, racketball or cricket. See our website hythecsc.com for more information 

about each sport, or email info@hythecsc.com and we will put you in touch with a 

club member who will arrange an introduction to your sport of choice. Social 

members are welcome too, and we run a range of social events through the year 

ranging from Quiz Nights to BBQs to Dinners. We hold parties, wedding receptions, 

wakes, and celebrational occasions accommodating up to 100 people. 

A management committee runs the Club, and while we employ a part-time manager 

and bar staff, all sporting activities and social events are run and organised by 

volunteers. In addition, volunteers complete the Club maintenance. Our major 

fundraising income comes from Boot Fairs. 

Our ground is available for schools, organisations, charities, and community clubs. 

For example, we work with 'The Shed' (an organisation supporting individuals with 

additional needs). They use the Club four times a week during the day and plan to 

open a bike hire hub for adults with learning difficulties in the months ahead. Age 

Concern have a walking football session every week. We support a Charity each 

year and raised £8000 for Cancer Research last year. Following advice from the 

Council, we are applying for a premise licence. 

Current Status - Having been a Community Amateur Sports Club for the last 60 

years, the Club will become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO Registered 

Charity) in the months ahead. While this change to charitable status brings 
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significant benefits to the way we manage and fund the club, our aim remains the 

same: 

The Future and the Challenges: 
The Clubhouse requires investment in its infrastructure - Built in the 60s and 

extended over time, the Clubhouse is dated and gives the impression of poorly 

cobbled buildings. The driveway and the car park surface need repairing and flood 

every time it rains. Our energy costs have become unsustainable. The Club's 

membership is ageing, and we must widen our appeal to ensure longevity. Our 

facilities are underused, especially during the day and at weekends. Our current 

sports facilities do not generate a surplus for future investment. We must attract a 

more diverse range of members and make the Club more attractive and welcoming 

to all groups and the local community.  

The Club is not sustainable over the long term in its current form.  
Future Plans - We have begun to draw up plans to reconfigure the building and 

landscape areas of the grounds, and to extend the range of sporting facilities we 

offer, with the aim of making the club more able to accommodate the needs of 

community groups, and able to offer sports and exercise activities to engage a wider 

range of people. 

We have sought a range of advice on our draft plans and are starting a 

consultation/discussion process with Hythe Town Council, The Local Community, 

The Sports Trust, National Heritage, Kent Highways, Folkestone & Hythe Council, 

Kent County Council. We were appointed a Funding Mentor from Sport 

England/National Lottery in January 2023 to review funding opportunities linked to 

sport, local community needs and well-being.  

 

We want The Club to become a Community Sports, Recreational and Event 
Venue - FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE HYTHE COMMUNITY and, importantly, 
sustainable for the future. 
Exciting times ahead. 
 
Club Contacts:  info@hythecsc.com     www.hythecsc.com or follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 

 


