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What 2023 has brought to Hythe so far

On the 4 May 2023, the local polling stations opened for residents to vote for the next 

 administration of Hythe Town Council. The results were announced on Friday 5 May

2023, please see pages 3, 12 and 13 for the Hythe Town Councillor list. 

On the 18 May 2023, Hythe welcomed the new Town Mayor for the ensuing Civic year.

Councillor Anita Jones was elected as the Right Worshipful Mayor of Hythe for

2023/24, Councillor Jenni Hawkins was elected as the Deputy Mayor.

Hythe celebrated the Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camilla, through a

weekend of different fun filled local events. Please see pages 6 and 7 for further

information. 
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Welcome to the latest edition of the Hythe Town Council Newsletter, within the newsletter you will find a
range of articles on different topics relating to Hythe.  

If you would like to submit a photo of Hythe, please email them to Hythe Town Council at admin@hythe-
tc.gov.uk

Our staff at Oaklands are committed to maintaining and providing an efficient service for all residents and
are always happy to help. In addition, we look to the future as the Town Council has ambitious plans to make
Hythe an even greater place to live.

 Here are a few of the community projects we aim to deliver in the coming year: 

1) A new business strategy that sets out the community's priorities and reflects your feedback.
2) Completion of an emergency plan for Hythe, to ensure resilience and a swift response to any future crisis.
3) Further energy efficiency measures for the Oaklands offices.
4) Swift nesting boxes for the Oaklands offices. 
5) Renewed allotment policies and guidelines, in part to encourage more organic growing.
6) Further improvements to the play equipment across the town and to the skateboard park.
7) Additional tree planting.

Since the last Newsletter, Hythe Town Council has achieved: 

1) Refurbished South Road Sports Pavilion. 
2) New nets for the Tennis Courts.
3) Repairs to the Play Equipment at Reachfields. 
4) Refurbished the Red Lion Square Telephone box.
5) Installation of new Play Equipment to: Eaton Lands, Burmarsh Rec, St Georges Place and Reachfields. 
6) Installation of a Defibrillator in the Red Lion Square Phone Box. 

Welcome to Hythe Town Council's Community
Newsletter

Looking Ahead
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Following the Local Elections in May 2023, the following individuals have been elected to serve as Councillors for
Hythe Town Council.  
Councillors are elected to represent the local community, they must either live or work in the council area. Being a
councillor is a rewarding experience as they will be able to make a change in the community to help improve
residents' lives. A councillor’s role can include developing strategies and plans for the area, helping with problems
and ideas, representing the community, working with other local community groups, decision making and
reviewing decisions and talking to the community about their needs and what the council is doing.

Please see pages 12 and 13 for the Councillors contact details and boundary maps.

Hythe Town Councillors from the 2023 Elections 
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North Ward East Ward 

West Ward South Ward 

Councillor E Curran Councillor P Curran 

Councillor P Graham Councillor A Walters 

Councillor A Jones Councillor J Martin

Councillor T Prater Councillor G Savage

Councillor J Hawkins

Councillor R CarterCouncillor S Bailey

Councillor M Whybrow

Councillor J Chapman Councillor A Dickinson

Councillor P Snow Councillor J Stokes



Hythe Pantry, a part of the Rainbow Centre 
Napier Friends 

At the Annual Council Meeting, held on Thursday 18 May 2023, in front
of invited guests and dignitaries, the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Jim
Martin gave a farewell speech. 

Councillor Anita Jones was elected as The Right Worshipful Town Mayor
of Hythe for the 2023-24 municipal year. Her husband, Mr Stephen
Jones, was appointed as the Consort of Hythe. 

Reverend Michael Deakin was named as the Mayor's Chaplain. The Town
Mayor announced that her nominated charities for the year will be: 

Councillor Jenni Hawkins was elected as the Deputy Mayor of Hythe. 

I was delighted to be re-elected to Hythe Town Council on 4 May 2023. It
was a humbling experience to become your Town Mayor on 18 May. 

For those of you who don’t know me well, I have lived in Hythe since
2004 and also as a child. I am married with two sons and a Dalmatian. I
work as a professional musician and music teacher and am a co-director
of a local business in the High Street. I volunteer as an Explorer Scout
leader in Hythe and coordinate the Duke of Edinburgh Award in the
district for Kent Scouts.

I have included my acceptance speech, so that you can find out more
about what I would like to achieve this year as Mayor.

New Mayor for 2023/24
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Mayor Making 

Hello from the New Mayor 
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Firstly, I would like to thank Jim for being a very enthusiastic Mayor. Jim has had an extraordinary year and embraced all the
events with energy and drive. I don’t think there will ever be a year quite like this again for the Mayor of Hythe! 

On a personal note, I would also like to thank Jim for encouraging me to get involved with local politics. His work in the town
has been inspiring and I hope that I am able to continue his excellent example.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to chair this council and stand as your mayor. I’m very excited about our new
administration. We have an excellent group of councillors who are keen to work together to keep our town an amazing place
to live and work.

Hythe is a beautiful town with lots of fantastic people. I continue to be astounded at the number of groups and societies that
we have in the town and the volunteers who organise them. As Mayor, I am keen to visit and engage with all these groups to
see how the council can support them.

As many of you know, I have a love of the great outdoors and am passionate about encouraging people of all ages to get
outside to enjoy natural spaces. I have spent the last two years on the Town Council with a mission to improve our play areas
in order to encourage the young people in Hythe to spend more time outside. We have already put new equipment in four of
our parks and over the next year, I would like to continue this by reviewing and hopefully improving the Skate Park and the
play facilities on the Green. It would also be great to plant some more trees with the school children in Hythe.

One project I am keen to work on this year is to produce a Hythe guide of local walks to encourage people of all ages to
explore our beautiful town and countryside. I hope to achieve this with the help of the Hythe Civic Society, Scout groups and
local walking groups, and it could also feature the Beating of the Bounds walk which Jim rediscovered this year!
The previous administration was keen to start a Youth Council. This unfortunately stalled due to the Pandemic. I would like
to resurrect this idea as it would be wonderful if the Young People in Hythe had more of a voice in the community. I plan to
visit the schools and start work on this with our new councillors.

There are two local charities which I would like to support this year. Firstly, the Hythe Pantry which is part of the Rainbow
Centre. In a cost-of-living crisis, the Hythe Pantry is about giving people dignity, choice, and hope, until they can get back on
their feet financially.

The second charity I would like to support is the Napier Friends. This charity helps refugees staying in Napier Barracks to
learn English, play sport and engage with the local community. They encourage them to volunteer with local litter picks, and
environmental and  conservation projects.

I am humbled to have this opportunity to serve the people of Hythe and I promise that I will do my best to do a good job!

Thank you!

The Right Worshipful Mayor of Hythe, Councillor Anita Jones. 

Town Mayor's Acceptance Speech 
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While Hythe was celebrating the fun packed Coronation weekend for King Charles III, organised by Hythe Town Council and
Hythe Community Festival, past Mayor, Councillor Jim Martin, alongside 13 other Town Mayors attended the Coronation in
person at Westminster Abbey.
 

At the time of the Coronation, Councillor Jim Martin was the Right Worshipful Mayor of Hythe. Hythe also held the Speaker of
the Cinque Ports for 2022. 

Councillor Martin said: 

"I was proud and very honoured to attend the Coronation of King Charles III in Westminster Abbey on the 6th May, along with
the other 13 Coronation Barons from the Cinque Ports. This year Hythe provided the Speaker of the Cinque Ports and the
Speaker has attended almost every coronation since Richard I in 1189! It was a great privilege for me to be able to represent
the people of Hythe and the Cinque Ports at the Coronation." 

 Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camila 

By Past Mayor Councillor Jim Martin  
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Hythe Town Council and Hythe Community Festival worked in partnership with many Hythe organisations to provide
and deliver a fun packed Coronation weekend for King Charles III.  The events were split across three days, it was
wonderful to see so many local residents and organisations come together to celebrate at all the different events. 

On Saturday 06 May 2023, the festivities started with events and entertainment throughout the High Street. The
variety of events hosted by Hythe Business and Tourism Association, saw extended High Street closing hours. The
High Street hosted a Fashion Show from The Curvy Boutique, which was followed by a Fancy Dress Competition. The
City of Canterbury Brass Band played outside Device between 1300-1500, this closed the High Street events.
Residents then wandered over to the Canal, where the Royal Military Canal Bandstand came alive from 1500hrs,
welcoming the first band. Jennie Laine and Baton Rouge opened the event with a mixture of country, rock and roll
music.  After a short break Unshackled hit the stage playing rock, indie pop music. The closing band was Gumboots,
a local Reggae band. Many residents sat along the Canal bank to enjoy the music of these bands, waving their Union
Jack Flags and joining in the celebrations. We are fortunate the rain stayed away throughout the evening. 

On the Sunday, Oaklands hosted the Big Lunch alongside a Funday. The Big Lunch celebrations commenced with a
short service by the Churches Together. Oaklands was filled full of family fun for the community to enjoy, from
bouncy castles, face painters, circus skills and a decorate your own cookie. Many gathered to watch the Southern
Golden Retriever Dog Display team, where the doggies were on their best behaviour and performed like true
professionals. Jason Lee Howlett kept the crowed entertained, while they enjoyed a sunny picnic in the park. Later
in the afternoon Hythe Town Concert Band took to the Bandstand, playing a range of music. During the evening at
Oaklands a large screen was placed on the Bandstand for those to enjoy the Coronation Concert streamed from
Windsor Castle. Residents attended with blankets and chairs to watch the concert in an outdoors atmosphere. 

On the Monday, the Big Help Out was held on Hythe Green. This was in aid of voluntary organisations working
together and providing these organisations an opportunity to advertise their work. Alongside the voluntary
organisations, was a display of classic and military vehicles.

We are so grateful for the community of Hythe and the sense of togetherness that was presented throughout all the
celebrations across the weekend. Thank you to all the residents who attended or supported the events over the
weekend. 

 Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camila 
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It was pleasing to welcome the Right Worshipful Mayor of Hythe, Cllr. Jim Martin to the Community Coffee Morning at St.
Michael’s on Friday 5th May. He particularly wanted to share with all 46 people who attended the invitation that he had
received from King Charles III and Queen Camilla to the Coronation at Westminster Abbey. He happily passed it around
and told everyone that as the Speaker of the Cinque Ports he had been invited along with thirteen other Port Mayors.

On 6th May, Coronation Day, the High Street was closed to traffic to enable the local community to enjoy activities
prepared by Hythe Business and Tourist Association. The street was decked with the Union Flags hanging from the shop
fronts. There was Live Music, a Fashion Show, Punch and Judy and a Fancy Dress Parade and the City of Canterbury
Band playing. Hythe Library was open with an exhibition of black and white photographs, mounted by the Hythe Civic
Society, and taken by Jack Adams a professional photographer based in Hythe. The Museum also had a Coronation
display. Many Hythe people may well have joined with their families, neighbours and friends to watch the Coronation on
television. In the evening on the stage along the Military Canal there were a number of live entertainments.

Sunday 7th May was Oaklands Park Fun Day. It began with a short Churches Together Service, attended by the Lord
Lieutenant and the Mayor and led by local clergy. There was a bouncy castle, circus tricks, the Golden Retriever Dog
Display. A much-admired singing performance by Jason Lee Howlett which was followed by Hythe Town Concert Band.
It was a well-attended afternoon with opportunity for people to enjoy a picnic lunch. Age UK were open to serve
refreshments. In the evening people gathered at Oaklands to watch the Coronation Concert screened from Windsor
Castle.

Monday 8th May had been declared The Big Help Out. At the Hythe War Memorial at 11 o’clock the Hythe and Saltwood
Royal British Legion held a Victory in Europe Service attended by over forty people, the Deputy Lieutenant, who opened
the proceedings, and the Mayor of Hythe. Over on the Green the Big Help Out gave opportunity for local voluntary
groups to advertise their work. There was a Military Vehicle Display along with cars of yesteryear and the U3a Swing
Band playing.

The Tin Tabernacle was covered in bunting to encourage people to attend the Coronation Get Together organised with
thanks to the owner, Peter Jarvis, by U3a, the Hythe Town Dementia Awareness Forum and Dementia Friends.
Refreshments were kindly provided by the Community Coffee Morning team and U3a. Brenda Courtney, from Waitrose,
made a magnificent, iced Coronation cake topped with a Crown. This was cut by both the Deputy Lieutenant and the
Mayor with a very realistic looking effigy of King Charles III looking on. It was served to everyone present. Music for the
afternoon was kindly provided by Stewart Weller and there was further entertainment from the Town Crier’s Clarinet
Band and the U3a Ukulele Band.

The Mayor was happy to share the detail of the Coronation Day at Westminster Abbey, as Baron of Hythe. The
Coronation Order of Service was handed around for all to see. The Tin Tabernacle was fully decorated in red, white and
blue along with the tablecloths and flowers, thanks to the hard work of Peter Jarvis. He was presented with a Hythe
Civic Hero medal by the Mayor. A great time was had by all who attended, and thanks were expressed to everyone
involved.

 Coronation of King Charles III and Queen Camila
by Dudley Shipton 
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Children in Hythe can look forward to improved facilities as Hythe Town Council has recently installed new play
equipment and refurbished and repainted equipment across a number of their open spaces and recreational
grounds.

Residents were involved throughout the decision making process through consultations, with community
engagement ensuring the equipment and refurbishments are reflective of the local community needs. All play
equipment is open and available to families and children to enjoy for the summer months. 

 

New and Refurbished Play Equipment 
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Burmarsh

Eaton Lands 



New play equipment was also installed at the following:

 New and Refurbished Play Equipment  
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Reachfields 

St Georges Place 
Peregrine Close 

Skate Park Shelter 
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Romney Marsh-based community-based company, Teach Me, was selected to deliver the developer-funded art project by Hythe
Town Council.

There is an exciting opportunity to help transform the bandstand located within Oaklands Park. Following the success of a
community project involving the mosaics that now adorn 14 Churches on the Romney Marsh, Teach Me is now working with
Hythe Town Council to beautify the base of the park’s bandstand and associated benches.

Theme of the project is Fisherman’s Beach and Teach Me will be running workshops for members of the public to come along
and create either a small ceramic sea creature or help with making one of the 17 panels on the bandstand itself. There are
seven free Sessions from 13 June to 25 September for anyone to sign up and join in so book up now and claim your spot.
Workshops are suitable for ages seven and upwards and all tools and materials will be provided. The workshops will take place
on Tuesday afternoons in the AGE UK Café situated opposite the bandstand and next to the library in Oaklands Park. To secure
a place people should visit www.teachmecourses.co.uk.

Dates of the sessions are:
13 June
04 July
25 July
01 August
29 August
12 September
26 September
Each session starts at 1.00pm, 2.00pm and 3.00pm and lasts about 45 minutes.

Help Teach Me to Decorate the Oaklands Park
Bandstand 

http://www.teachmecourses.co.uk/


Police
101 in Non-Emergencies, 
999 in case of Emergencies.
Hate crime reporting: 0800 138 1625 – 24 hour
freephone number

Folkestone and Hythe District Council
Visit www.folkestone-hythe.gov.uk 
Call 01303 853000 for
· Abandoned Vehicles
· Anti-Social Behaviour
· Collection of Large Household Items
· Council Tax 
· Dog Fouling / Lost and Found Dogs
· Electoral Registrations 
· Fly Tipping 
· Housing Advice
· Housing Benefit 
· Licensing
· Missed Bin Collection 
· Parking Fines, Permits and Season Tickets
· Parks, Beaches and Open Spaces 
· Pest Problems
· Planning 
· Street Cleaning
 

Kent County Council
 Visit www.kent.gov.uk 
Call 03000 414141 for
· Bus Passes 
· Blue Badges 
· Household Waste and Recycling Sites 
· Pavements and Footpaths 
· Pot Holes and Road Gritting
· Roads – Works, Drains and Signs
· Street Lighting 
 

For Matters relating to HTC Open Spaces,
Events & Buildings
Visit www.hythe-tc.gov.uk or call 01303 266152
Out-of-Hours Emergency number: 07493 635897 
 
 

Useful Contact Details 
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List of Councillors 
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Councillor                                                                          Email                                                                             Phone
Cllr E Curran                                                 E.Curran@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                07770 314972 
Cllr P  Curran                                                P.Curran@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                07789 550560
Cllr P Graham                                              P.Graham@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                              01303 267353
Cllr A Walters                                               A.Walters@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                07444 554086

 

North Ward

South Ward 
Councillor                                                                          Email                                                                             Phone
Cllr J Chapman                                           J.Chapman@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                           07802 614373
Cllr  A Dickinson                                          A.Dickinson@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                          07803 318488
Cllr P Snow                                                    P.Snow@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                   07467 062022
Cllr J Stokes                                                  J.Stokes@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                 07818 045955

 



 
 

List of Councillors 
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Councillor                                                                          Email                                                                             Phone
Cllr A Jones                                                    A.Jones@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                   01303 238133
Cllr J Martin                                                J.Martin@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                               07932 044168
Cllr T Prater                                                 T.Prater@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                               07 956 276118 
Cllr G Savage                                               G.Savage@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                            07979 544076 

 

 EastWard

West Ward 

Councillor                                                                          Email                                                                             Phone
Cllr S Bailey                                                 S.Bailey@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                     07747 707409
Cllr R Carter                                              R.Carter@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                                 01303 261459
Cllr J Hawkins                                         J.Hawkins@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                             07743 441583
Cllr M Whybrow                                      M.Whybrow@hythe-tc.gov.uk                                          07727 185385

 



Flags to be flown for one day unless stated
otherwise. The recent Council decision to fly the
Union flag at all times in between does mean that
on occasions the flag is already up for some of these
days.

Holocaust Day, 27 January

Commonwealth Day, second Monday in March

His Majesty's Wedding Day, 09 April  

St. George’s Day, 23 April

VE Day, 8 May

Rainbow Flag / LGBTQ Pride Month, June

D Day, 6 June

Official Birthday of His Majesty The King, 17 June 

Birthday of the Prince of Wales, 21 June 

Armed Forces Day, week around the 24 June

Birthday of Queen Camilla, 17 July 

VJ Day, 15 August

Merchant Navy Day, 3 September

Battle of Britain, 15 September

Trafalgar Day, 21 October

Remembrance Day, 11 November

Speakers Day, 13 November

Birthday of His Majesty The King, 14 November  

Flags Flown from the
Town Hall  
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Wedding / Civil Ceremonies
at Hythe Town Hall 

T O W N  H A L L  C H A M B E R
F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  a r r a n g e  a  t o u r
o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  C h a m b e r  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
a d m i n @ h y t h e - t c . g o v . u k  o r  0 1 3 0 3  2 6 6 1 5 2 .
T o u r s  a r e  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  o n l y .
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2023 Dates and Events 

S a n t u s  C i r c u s  
2 0  J u n e  2 0 2 3  - 2 5  J u n e  2 0 2 3
A r m e d  F o r c e s  D a y  
2 4  J u n e  2 0 2 3
A G E  U K  F u n d a y  
2 2  J u l y  2 0 2 3
W e  L o v e  H y t h e  L i f e  F o o d  F e s t i v a l  
2 6  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3  -  2 8  A u g u s t  2 0 2 3    

R L B  P o p p y  T r e k s  
1 6  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 3
P o p p y  A p p e a l  L a u n c h  
2 8  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3
R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y  
1 1  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 3  


